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Stephen John TIER
 

New South Wales Police Force

Regd. #  18680
Redfern Police Academy Class # 163

Rank:   Commenced Training at Redfern Police Academy on Monday
9 April 1979 ( aged 18 years, 11 months, 6 days )

Probationary Constable – appointed Monday 25 June 1979 ( aged
19 years, 1 month, 2 days )

Constable – appointed 25 June 1980

Detective – appointed ? ? ?

Constable 1st Class – appointed 25 June 1984

Final Rank:  Detective Constable 1st Class

Stations:  ?, Dapto – Death

Served:  From 9 April 1979  to  24 July 1985 = 6 years, 3
months, 15 days Service

Born:  Tuesday 3 May 1960

Age:  25 years, 2 months, 21 days

https://australianpolice.com.au/stephen-john-tier/


Died:  Wednesday 24 July 1985

Cause:  Motor Vehicle Pursuit – Driver, Princes Hwy, Kembla
Grange ( Unanderra )

Funeral Date:  ? 1985

Funeral location:  ?

Grave location:  Lakeside Cemetery, Kanahooka Rd, Kanahooka,
NSW

Memorial location: External Wall leading into Lake Illawarra
Police Station and photo, on wall, inside Lake Illawarra

Police Station

 

On 24 July, 1985 Detective Constable Tier was the driver, and
single occupant, of an unmarked police vehicle engaged in the
pursuit  of  an  unknown  vehicle  on  the  Princes  Highway,
Unanderra.  During the pursuit the police vehicle left the
roadway and collided with a telegraph pole.

 

The constable was born in 1960 and joined the New South Wales
Police Force on 15 January, 1979.

At the time of his death he was stationed at Dapto.

 

STEPHEN is mentioned on the Police Wall of Remembrance

http://www.npm.org.au/tier


Stephen Tier holding his son, Joshua Tier.

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Cst-Steven-Tier-2.jpg




https://www.australianpolice.com.au/detective-constable-steven-john-tier/attachment/02554/


Det  Cst  Stephen  John  Tier  –  20  April  1983
playing Police Football for Wollongong.

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/2014-4862.jpg


https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/2014-4856.jpg
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/2014-4855.jpg


Stephen TIER – Touch pad at the National Police
Wall of Remembrance, Canberra.

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/2014-3505.jpg


https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Stephen-John-TIER-02-NSWPF-Died-24-July-1985.jpg


Stephen John TIER Memorial inside Oak Flats
Police Station, NSW.

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/2014-4877.jpg


 

Police Remembrance Day:
JOSHUA BUTLER
29 Sep 2014, 3 p.m.

Family  members  lay  a  wreath  for  Det  Const
Stephen John Tier. Picture: ANDY ZAKELI   Lake
Illawarra  Commander  Acting  Superintendent
Andrew Koutsoufis to the left.

Almost 60 years on, Kenneth Nash still misses his uncle Allen.

Sergeant Allen William Nash, aged 40, was killed in the line
of duty by a gun-wielding offender at Primbee in 1956.

Sgt Nash was one of eight officers stationed in the Lake
Illawarra local area command who were recognised with memorial
plaques on a wall of honour outside Lake Illawarra police
station  on  Monday,  as  part  of  Police  Remembrance  Day
commemorations.

Dozens of current and retired officers, families, friends,
politicians, councillors and members of the public gathered at
Oak Flats for a ceremony to unveil the memorial wall, and
honour past and present officers.

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Stephen-John-TIER-01-NSWPF-Died-24-July-1985.jpg


 

Since 1862, more than 250 NSW Police officers have died in the
line of duty.

http://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/2591540/lake-illawarr
a-officers-honoured-on-police-remembrance-day-photos/

 

Deadly toll
By Jonathan Pearlman
November 6, 2004
Alone in his patrol car, Chris Thornton had the police siren
flashing as he chased a white sedan through Woy Woy.

Thornton, 35, a highway patrolman, had been in the force for
15 years. He was, his mother says, “the best driver I have
ever seen”.

The reason for the chase that night in April 2002 is unknown.
Both cars were seen travelling at high speed. Thornton was
about 50 metres behind.

Meanwhile,  Leonard  Rowley,  56,  an  unlicensed  driver,  was
driving to his local KFC to pick up dinner. He saw the first
car flash past and judged – wrongly – that he had time to turn
out  in  front  of  the  patrol  car.  Thornton  tried  to  avoid
Rowley’s car but clipped the back, veered onto the wrong side
of the road and hit a power pole.

Thornton died on the spot, which is marked by a permanent
stainless-steel cross. Rowley later received a suspended two-
year sentence.

“His life from the age of 12 was about helping people,” says
Thornton’s mother, Freada Thornton. “He was in the surf club
and he was there to rescue people and then he went into the

http://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/2591540/lake-illawarra-officers-honoured-on-police-remembrance-day-photos/
http://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/2591540/lake-illawarra-officers-honoured-on-police-remembrance-day-photos/


force and he was doing the same thing.” His father, Barry
Thornton, says: “He loved life. He had been in Gosford for 15
years and was so popular with the community there.”

Police pursuits are, says Barry, a necessary evil: “If they
don’t catch the criminals there will be more deaths on the
roads. The ones that they’re in pursuit of are the idiots that
have done the wrong thing to start with.”

But pursuits have come at a cost to the NSW Police Department.
Fifteen officers have died as a result of high-speed chases,
beginning with the death of Constable George Boore in 1937.

Details provided by the NSW Police Association show a steady
stream of fatalities involving cars and motorcycles. The full
list of casualties is as follows:

April 2, 1937: Constable George Boore;

June 2, 1954: Constable Cecil Sewell;

November 14, 1958: Constable Brian Boaden;

December 23, 1958: Constable William Lord;

October 14, 1961: Constable James Kinnane;

September 7, 1963: Constable Colin Robb;

December 2, 1976: Constable Terry Moncur;

January 3, 1985: Constable Wayne Rixon;

July 25, 1985: Detective-Constable Stephen Tier;

October 20, 1987: Constable Themelis Macarounas;

August 24, 1988: Constable Peter Carter;

June 13, 1989: Constable Peter Figtree;

June 14, 1989: Senior Constable Glenn Rampling;

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/constable-george-frederick-boore/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/constable-cecil-edwin-sewell/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/constable-brian-james-boaden/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/william-john-lord/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/constable-james-george-kinnane/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/colin-douglas-robb/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/constable-terry-john-moncur/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wayne-allen-rixon/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/steven-john-tier/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/themelis-arthur-tim-macarounas/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/peter-william-carter/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/peter-allen-figtree/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/glenn-donald-rampling/


January 14, 2001: Senior Constable James Affleck;

April 13, 2002: Senior Constable Christopher Thornton.

http://www.smh.com.au/news/Police-Pursuits/Deadly-toll/2004/11
/05/1099547386960.html

 

 

John Henry WALTON
27/10/2012

John Henry WALTON
( late of Westleigh, NSW )

 

NSW Police Training Centre – Redfern Academy – Class  084A

New South Wales Police Force

Regd #  9727
 

Joined NSW Police Force via the NSW Police Cadet system on 7
July 1958 but appears to have resigned on 7 July 1958 before

re-joining around 1960.

Cadet # 1451  

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/james-affleck/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/christopher-john-thornton/
http://www.smh.com.au/news/Police-Pursuits/Deadly-toll/2004/11/05/1099547386960.html
http://www.smh.com.au/news/Police-Pursuits/Deadly-toll/2004/11/05/1099547386960.html
https://australianpolice.com.au/john-henry-walton/


Rank:  NSW Police Cadet – commenced Monday 7 July 1958 until 7
July 1958. ( 1 day ) ( Aged 17 years, 0 months, 15 days )

Probationary Constable – appointed 15 August 1960 ( aged 19
years, 1 month, 24 days )

Constable – appointed 15 August 1961

Constable 1st Class – appointed  15 August 1966

Detective – appointed 22 March 1968

Detective Senior Constable – appointed 15 August 1970

Detective Sergeant 3rd Class – appointed 28 April 1976

Final Rank:  Detective Sergeant 3rd Class

Stations:  Police Training Centre ( 15/08/1960 – Trainee ),
Regent St ( 2 Division GDs from 190960 ), Regent St ( Traffic
– Probation from 030161 ), Regent St ( Traffic – Permanent

from 030261 ), Wagga Wagga ( transfer cancelled ), Canowindra
( GDs from 080563 ), 11 Division ( GDs from 101163 ), Vice

Squad – H.Q. ( from 220365 ), Darlinghurst ( 3 Division – Vice
Squad from 251065 ), Liverpool ( 22 Division – C.I. Duties

from 280966 ), 9 Division ( C.I. Duties from 250869 ), C.I.B.
– Special Crime Squad ( from 260273 ), C.I.B. – Armed Hold-up

Squad to death

Service 1:  From 7 July 1958 to 7 July 1958. ( 1 day )

Service 2:  Pre August 1960  to   23 June 1978 = 18+ years
Service

Awards:  No Find in Australian Honours

Born:  Sunday  22 June 1941 in Young, NSW



Died on:  Friday  23 June 1978 ( day after his 37th birthday )

Cause:  Motor Vehicle Accident – front seat passenger – On
Duty

Event location:  Carlingford Rd & Glenview Parade,
Carlingford, NSW

Age:  37 years, 0 months, 1 day

Age at Retirement / Leaving:  37 years, 0 months, 1 day

Time in Retirement:  0 years, 0 months, 0 days

Funeral date:  Tuesday  27 June 1978

Funeral location: Macquarie Park Cemetery & Crematorium, Delhi
& Plassey Rd, Macquarie Park, NSW

Buried at: RC Lawn, Block 12 / 0445

GPS:  Lat: -33.790614478   Long:  151.142994

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Copy-of-John-Henry-WALTON-01-NSWPF-Died-23-June-1978.jpg


Grave Location:  [codepeople-post-map]

 

John Henry WALTON
National Touch Plate, Canberra

JOHN IS mentioned on the Police Wall of Remembrance

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/2015-0559.jpg
https://npm.org.au/honor-roll/john-henry-walton/


About 2.45am on 23 June, 1978 Sergeant Walton was a passenger
in  a  police  vehicle  travelling  along  Carlingford  Road,
Carlingford.

A vehicle approaching in the opposite direction drove onto the
incorrect side of the roadway, forcing the police vehicle off
the road where it collided with a parked horse float which was
parked, without lights, on the southern side of Carlingford Rd
at the intersection of Glenview Parade.

Detective Sergeant Walton was killed instantly.

Extensive inquiries made to locate the driver of the unknown
vehicle responsible for this accident have to date proved
unsuccessful.

 

The sergeant was born in 1941 and joined the New South Wales
Police Force, as a Cadet, on 7 July 1958.

At the time of his death he was attached to the Armed Hold-up
Squad.

 

Beyond Courage

 

 

 

 

Prior to joining the NSWPF, John was a Junior Clerk for 10
months then joined the NSWPF Cadet system from the 7 July 1958

https://www.facebook.com/groups/514697128544865/


and finished on the 17 August 1958 for reasons unknown to me.

He then appears to have been a General Hand for 4 months and
then a Clerk for 18 months before coming back to the NSWPF –
Attesting as a Probationary Constable on the 15 August 1960. 
His re-join date is also unknown to me.

He was 5′ 11″ tall, 12 stone 12 lb in weight with Hazel eyes,
brown hair and of a medium build.  He was born in Young, NSW
and was single at the time of joining but married on 23
November  1963.   He  obtained  his  School  Intermediate
Certificate.

He obtained an 82.5% at completion of Training Class 84A and
he had a 23 w.p.m. rate of typing – on the 4 April 1961

He also completed a three day course in Civil Defence in 1961.

He passed his Constable 1st Class exams on the 22 September
1964.

He failed his first attempt at the Sgt 3/c exams on 18 May
1973 but passed on the 16 May 1974.

He passed the Detective qualification course on 25 October
1967 and was designated a Detective on the 22 March 1968.

On the 14 November 1977 he was ” Commended for the good
policemanship,  excellent  teamwork  and  devotion  to  duty  he
displayed as one of the Police responsible for the prompt
arrest of Phillip WESTERN, Michael STOGIO, Lawrence JOHNSON
and Robert PATTEN for the armed hold-up of the Randwick Branch
of the Bank of New South Wales on 29 December 1975. 

During committal proceeding at the Central Court of Petty
Sessions on 28 April 1976 the Chief Stipendiary Magistrate,
Mr.  Farquhar,  complimented  him,  along  with  all  Police
connected  with  the  case  while  His  Honour,  Judge  Muir,  in
passing  sentence  on  the  offenders  made  favourable  comment
regarding the briefs prepared by Police for the trial.



Mervyn T Wood – Commissioner”

 

Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 – 1995),

Saturday 24 June 1978, page 3

IN BRIEF

Fatal crash

SYDNEY: Detective Sergeant John Henry Walton, 37, was killed
and Detective Senior Constable John O’Hagan, 33, was seriously
injured when a police car driven by Detective O’Hagan ( NSWPF
# 10524 ) ran into a horse-float in Epping early yesterday.

24 Jun 1978 – IN BRIEF Bicentenary planning to begin soon –
Trove

First published 15 September 2014.
Updated 13 February 2026

Ian Donald WARD
27/10/2012

Ian Donald WARD
late of Padstow, NSW

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/john-henry-walton/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/john-ohagan/
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/131860679?searchTerm=%22detective%20o%27hagan%22#
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/131860679?searchTerm=%22detective%20o%27hagan%22#
https://australianpolice.com.au/ian-donald-ward/


New South Wales Police Force
 

Joined via NSW Police Cadets on 21
February 1966

Cadet # 2109

Redfern Police Academy Class 114

Regd. # 13174

 

Rank:  NSW Police Cadet – commenced 21 February 1966 ( aged 16
years, 10 months, 9 days )

Probationary Constable – 12 April 1968 ( aged 19 years, 0
months, 0 days )

Constable – appointed 12 April 1969

Constable 1st Class  ( Acting Sergeant in Cyprus )

 

Stations:  ? & Cyprus as part of the 11th Australian
Contingent of UN Peacekeeping Mission

UNFICYP AUSCIVPOL

 

Service:  From 21 February 1966  to  12 November 1974 = 8
years, 8 months, 22 days Service

Age at Retirement:  25 years, 7 months, 0 days

Time in Retirement:  0

 



[blockquote]

NASHOS

Service name:              Military Police, National Service 
( Army )

Service number:          ?

Rank:                               Corporal

Date of birth:                12 April 1949

Place of birth:               Ryde, NSW

Date of intake:              ?

NS Training:                  ?

Follow Up Training:   ?

Basic Training:             ?

Next of Kin:                   ?

Medals:                           ?

[/blockquote]

 

Police Awards:  Police Overseas Service Medal with Cyprus
clasp – granted 19 October 1992

Dag Hammarskjold Medal – awarded

Awarded the Dag Hammarskjöld Medal. The U.N. Secretary-General
established the Dag Hammarskjöld medal for posthumous award to
members of peacekeeping operations who lost their lives during
service with a peacekeeping operation under the operational

control and authority of the United Nations.

 

http://www.diggerhistory.info/pages-conflicts-periods/other/ntl-service.htm
http://www.itsanhonour.gov.au/honours/awards/medals/police_overseas_medal.cfm
http://www.itsanhonour.gov.au/honours/awards/medals/police_overseas_medal.cfm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dag_Hammarskj%C3%B6ld_Medal


Born: Tuesday 12 April 1949 at Ryde, NSW

Died:  Tuesday  12 November 1974

Cause of death:  Murdered – Land Mine Explosion

Event location:  near Lefka, Cyprus ( 5 days after arriving in
the country )

Age:  25 years, 7 months, 0 days

Funeral date:  26 November 1974

Funeral location:  ???

Grave location:  Rookwood Cemetery, Rookwood

Ian Donald WARD

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Ian-Donald-WARD-NSWPF-Killed-in-Cyprus-1974.jpg


On  12  November,  1974  Constable  Ward  was  serving  with  the

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Ian-Donald-WARD-01-NSWPF-Died-12-November-1974.jpg
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Ian-Donald-WARD-03-NSWPF-Died-12-November-1974.jpg


Eleventh  Australian  Police  Element  in  Cyprus.  Whilst
travelling  in  a  Land  Rover  near  Lefka  the  vehicle  hit  a
landmine in the buffer zone. As a result Constable Ward was
killed and Constable 1st Class John Woolcott ( # 11976 ) was
seriously injured.

Constable  Ward  is  the  3rd  and  last  Australian  to  die  in
Cyprus.

The constable was born in 1949 and joined the New South Wales
Police Force on 12 April, 1968. At the time of his death he
was stationed in Cyprus and an Acting Sergeant.

John Woolcott ( # 11976 ) recovered from his injuries and ”
Wooly ” later retired from NSW Police Force either as an
Sergeant at Manly Police Station or an Inspector at North
Sydney / Mosman.  This, is yet, to be confirmed.  ( 10 August
2017 ).



NSWPF Member John E. WOOLCOTT # 11974 from
Redfern Police Academy Class 107

 



1974 – the funeral for Sergeant Ian Ward

 

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Ian-Donald-WARD-NSWPF-Funeral.jpg


National Police Wall of Remembrance Touch Plate
for Ian WARD

IAN IS mentioned on the National Police Wall of Remembrance,
Canberra

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/2014-3349.jpg
https://npm.org.au/honor-roll/ian-donald-ward/


17 June 2017 – Malaysia Memorial in Cyprus
taken today as Australian Police complete the
long mission and are leaving Cyprus.

 

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/CYPRUS-Memorial-Sgt-Llewelyn-THOMAS-SaPol-Insp-Patrick-HACKETT-NSWPol-Sgt-Ian-WARD-NSWPol.jpg


Ian’s memorial at the Goulburn Police Academy.

 

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Ian-Donald-WARD-1-NSWPF-Killed-in-Cyprus-1974.jpg


Dag Hammarskjold Medal

 

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Dag-Hammarskjold-Medal.jpg


Memorial to Ian WARD – unveiled in 1985

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Ian-Donald-WARD-NSWPF-Memorial.jpg


2003 Police Remembrance Day is marked with a
ceremony at the cairn erected in memory of
Sergeant Ian Ward.

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Ian-Donald-WARD-NSWPF-Memorial-2.jpg


Inscription:
Killed in the service of peane
Sgt Ian Donald Ward
Aust. CivPol

 

 

FURTHER:
Cst 1st Class Ian Donald WARD – NSWPF – Killed in Cyprus – 12

November 1974 – further info

Cst 1st Class Ian Donald WARD – NSWPF – Killed in Cyprus – 12
November 1974 – further info 2

 

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Ian-Donald-WARD-02-NSWPF-Died-12-November-1974.jpg
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Cst-1st-Class-Ian-Donald-WARD-NSWPF-Killed-in-Cyprus-12-November-1974-further-info.pdf
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Cst-1st-Class-Ian-Donald-WARD-NSWPF-Killed-in-Cyprus-12-November-1974-further-info.pdf
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Cst-1st-Class-Ian-Donald-WARD-NSWPF-Killed-in-Cyprus-12-November-1974-further-info-2.pdf
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Cst-1st-Class-Ian-Donald-WARD-NSWPF-Killed-in-Cyprus-12-November-1974-further-info-2.pdf


the Eleventh Contingent
p 105
The closure of Nicosia Airport meant a circuitous route to
Cyprus for the second half of the eleventh contingent led by
Merv Beck.
Although it was not known at the time, conditions on the
Island and consequent reduction in UNFICYP strength would make
this the
last November rotation.
The group left Sydney on 6 November and were welcomed some
days later at Akrotiri after flying with Qantas to London then
busing to
the Brize Norton RAF Base near Oxford and thence via Malta to
Cyprus.
RAF flights were ‘dry’ and the seats faced the rear, so the
Australians appreciated the traditional welcome at Limassol
Headquarters.
The newcomers ‘pumped’ the old hands for news of the war while
they themselves were pressed for information about events in
Australia.
The new arrivals were soon split up.  Ray Leister was assigned
Control Room duties while others went to Ktima and Polis.
After only five days on the Island the unthinkable happened
near a road-block approaching Lefka.
Ian Ward, a replacement from New South Wales, was killed and
John Woolcott injured when their Land Rover detonated a land-
mine in an unmarked field.
The Australians were conveying a Turkish Cypriot family from
Ayios Nicolaos to the Turkish Cypriot controlled area at Lefka
and one of the four passengers was killed and the other three
seriously injured.
The fatality cast a pall over the contingent.
A number of moving ceremonies were held before his body was
flown home to Australia.
Twelve months later a cairn was erected to commemorate the
tragedy and each twelve months a short service is held near
the memorial.
Geoff Baker was a member of the Board of Inquiry convened
under  British  military  regulations  to  investigate  the
incident.



Land-mines were the major component of fortifications along
the  confrontation  zone.   UNFICYP  had  lodged  a  number  of
protests about mine-laying procedures and the fact that many
fields were neither marked nor adequately recorded.  UNFICYP
began a special programme to remedy the deficiencies, but two
UNFICYP soldiers were killed in similar circumstances during
the following twelve months.

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/Photocopy/94431NCJRS.pdf

 

Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 – 1995),

Wednesday 20 November 1974, page 3

Service

LONDON, Tuesday (AAP). – Representatives of all United Nations
peace keeping forces in Cyprus will take part in a memorial
service  today  for  Sergeant  Ian  Ward,  25,  a  Commonwealth
policeman of Sydney, who was killed in landmine explosion last
week. His body will later be flown to Sydney for burial.

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/110788766

 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/Photocopy/94431NCJRS.pdf
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/110788766


Funeral notice. Page 11 of
18  of  The  Canberra  Times
Tuesday 26 November 1974
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp
/del/article/110789746?sear
chTerm=ian%20donald%20ward&
searchLimits=

Also:

 

Honour
Located  within  the  Honour  Precinct  is  an  original  ornate
marble tablet featuring early losses of New South Wales Police
Officers. The tablet is flanked by the New South Wales state
flag and the New South Wales Police Force flag.

The Peacekeeping Display honours all members of the NSW Police
Force who have served in peacekeeping operations throughout
the world and houses the Dag Hammerskjold medal belonging to
the late SGT Ian Donald Ward who died in UNFICYP. This was
donated to the NSW Police College on the 29th May, 2010 from
Mr Ken Ward, OAM, father of SGT Ward.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_Police_Academy

 

On the 12th November, 1974, a member of this Force, Constable
1st Class I. D. Ward, who had arrived in Cyprus a few days
before, and Constable 1st Class J. Woolcott, also of this
Force,  were  carrying  out  humanitarian  work  transporting
refugees. The United Nation’s land rover in which they were
travelling struck a land mine on a road between Limassol and
Lefka resulting in the death of Constable 1st Class Ward and
severe injuries to Constable 1st Class Woolcott, Constable 1st

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/110789746?searchTerm=ian%20donald%20ward&searchLimits=
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/110789746?searchTerm=ian%20donald%20ward&searchLimits=
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/110789746?searchTerm=ian%20donald%20ward&searchLimits=
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/110789746?searchTerm=ian%20donald%20ward&searchLimits=
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNFICYP
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_Police_Academy


Class Ward was posthumously awarded the United Nations Medal,
Cyprus Division.
https://www.opengov.nsw.gov.au/viewer/517e982c7fa2d2c5b8c06d53

0ab240e7.pdf

 

Peacekeeping Veteran Honoured at the NSW Police College:

PEACEKEEPING VETERAN HONOURED AT THE NSW POLICE COLLEGE
– Author,
Mr Denis Percy – National President – UNPAA.
INTRODUCTION:
On the 14th November, 1974 Sergeant Ian Ward, a member of the
New South Wales
Police  Force,  who  had  been  seconded  to  the  then  named
Australian  Commonwealth
Police, (later named the AFP), for 12 months service with the
United Nations Force in
Cyprus,  (UNFICYP).  Ian  died  as  a  result  of  a  land-mind
explosion whilst travelling in a
Land Rover.
He and Sergeant John Wolcott, the vehicle observer, also on
attachment from the NSW
Police, were conveying four Turkish refugees from the Greek
Cypriot sector village of Ayios
Nicolaos to the Turkish sector in Lefka District. One of the
Turkish refugees was killed and
three were seriously injured in the explosion. The Land Rover
was completely demolished
by the anti- tank mine. Sergeant John Wolcott survived the
explosion; however, he
received serious facial and other injuries.
Sergeant Ward had been in Cyprus for only five days on his 12
month secondment to the
United Nations Police Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP). Ironically,
Ian had previously served
and survived as a Military Policeman, whilst performing his
National Service during the
Vietnam War.

https://www.opengov.nsw.gov.au/viewer/517e982c7fa2d2c5b8c06d530ab240e7.pdf
https://www.opengov.nsw.gov.au/viewer/517e982c7fa2d2c5b8c06d530ab240e7.pdf


Lieutenant-General Bedrettin Demirel, Commander of the Turkish
Peace Forces in
Cyprus,  in  a  heart  felt  expression  of  sympathy  wrote  to
Sergeant Ward’s Family and stated, “
Your  son,  who  was  making  every  effort  to  assist  in  the
humanitarian activities indiscriminate of
race, religion and language, is a martyr of duty.
His memory and service live in the hearts of all personnel of
the Turkish Peace Forces in Cyprus ”
.
HANDOVER AND BLESSING OF THE DAG HAMMARSKJOLD MEDAL.
On the 29th May, 2009 in Goulburn at the NSW Police College,
35 years after his death on
a  lonely  village  road  and  a  world  away  from  Cyprus,  we
remembered our Police colleague.
The service held at the NSW Police College demonstrates that
Australian Police do not
forget those who die in the line of duty, either in Australia
or whilst serving overseas.
In a highly symbolic ceremony, the Australian Federal Police
officially handed-over“
on-loan” for a five year period, the Dag Hammarskjöld Medal
awarded to the late Sergeant
Ian Donald Ward.
That medal had been in the custody of the Australian Federal
Police as
Ian died as a Federal Police Officer on attachment from the
NSW Police for his UN Service.
That medal is awarded by the United Nations to those of its
members who are
killed whilst performing duty with the United Nations. It is
named after the now deceased
and former Scandinavian leader of the United Nations at its
headquarters in New York.
The day’s proceedings commenced in Goulburn with a moving
march of a group of United
Nations Police veterans who had served in Cyprus, the Middle
East, East Timor, the
Solomon  Islands  and  other  multinational  peacekeeping
operations.
The veterans march was preceded by combined ceremonial support



elements of the NSW Police Force and the
Australian Federal Police the marching band of the NSW Police
Force, a combined NSW
Police Force Mounted Unit and the Australian Federal Police
Ceremonial Mounted Cadre
and a combined New South Wales Police Force and Australian
Federal Police flag party.
The Parade Commander UNPAA President Denis Percy instructed
the parade to an “eyes
left” towards the NSW Police Eternal Flame, which honours all
those members of the NSW
Police Force who have died in the service of their state and
their country.
POLICE COLLEGE CHAPEL CEREMONY:
Upon arrival at the NSW Police College Chapel, the flags of
the United Nations and the
Australian Federal Police were laid up by the Senior Police
Chaplain, Reverend Peter
Robinson.
Gathered in the Chapel were a number of representatives of the
Australian Defence Force,
the  Untied  Nations  Information  Centre,  the  Senate,  the
Parliaments of the Commonwealth
of  Australia  and  New  South  Wales.  The  Mayor  of  Goulburn
mingled there with senior AFP,
NSW Police Force and Victoria Police officials and members of
the United Nations Police
Association of Australia, (UNPAA), the Australian Peacekeepers
and Peacemakers
Association, the Australian Bravery Association, the National
Executive of the RSL and the
NSW Police Force Sub Branch of the RSL.
Sergeant Jeff Little, NSW Police and a peacekeeping veteran
from East Timor and Cyprus
read the invocation.  Guests in the Police Memorial Chapel
joined in singing the United
Nations Anthem, ‘The song of All Nations”, followed by another
peacekeeping veteran,
NSWPF Sergeant Dave McCann, OAM reading the Beatitudes.
Police  Chaplain  read  a  prayer  and  then  came  the  official
handover, which involved the signing of the temporary



loan  agreement  by  AFP  Commander  and  former  peacekeeping
veteran Shane Connelly –
performing  the  duties  of  National  Manager,  International
Deployment Group and Chief
Superintendent Gregory Moore, APM the Principal of the NSW
Police College.
Due to its’ national significance, the AFP Museum are the
current custodians of the late Sergeant
Ward’s medal and have entrusted its’ safekeeping with the
NSW Police College for the
next five years.
From the rear of the Chapel and carrying the Dag Hammarskjöld
medal belonging to the
late Sergeant Ian Ward AFP Sergeant Dale Cooper, RFD a former
UN Cyprus
peacekeeper slow marched towards the front of the chapel, and
from the left side of the
chapel NSWPF Senior Sergeant Mark Elm a former UN East Timor
peacekeeper slow
marched to the front of the Chapel where the physical handover
took place between the
two guardians of the medal.
This  symbolic  gesture,  of  respect  to  a  fallen  Sergeant
indicated the deep regard both forces
have to their departed colleague and fellow peacekeeper.
Chief Superintendent Gregory Moore, APM has indicated that he
is honoured for the NSW
Police College to be entrusted by the AFP to be guardians of
the Dag Hammarskjöld Medal
belonging to the late Sergeant Ian Donald Ward. He went on to
state: “Sergeant Ian Ward
and  Sergeant  Patrick  Hackett  who  were  killed  while  on
international  policing  service  with
the United Nations are role models for NSW Police recruits
passing through this college
and the great tradition of service that we given an ongoing
basis to the people of NSW.”
DEDICATION OF THE PEACEKEEPING DISPLAY
The display is designed to honour those members of the NSW
Police Force who have
contributed  to  United  Nations  Peacekeeping  Operations  as



United Nations Police Officers.
As such it fits well within the ‘Honour Precinct’ of the NSW
Police College.
Visitors  to  the  NSW  Police  College  are  invited  by  the
Principal;  to  inspect  the  newly
dedicated display located in the hallway areas of the College
building next to the College
Library Out of ten Australians who have died whilst on UN
peacekeeping operations, the
NSWPF has lost two members with the United Nations Force in
Cyprus (UNFICYP),
namely Inspector Patrick Hackett in a motor vehicle accident
(29.8.71) and Sergeant Ian
Donald Ward (land mine explosion). A third Australian Police
Officer from the South
Australia Police Sergeant Lew Thomas has also been killed in
Cyprus (26.7.69) also in a
motor vehicle accident.
The Peacekeeping display was made possible with a grant from
the Australian
Government,  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  ‘Saluting  Their
Service’ upon a submission
made  to  them  by  the  UNPAA  .That  grant  is  a  Government
initiative  which  honours  the
contribution  of  Australia’s  servicemen  and  women  in  war,
conflicts and peace operations.
Senior  Sergeant  Mark  Elm  was  the  Project  Manager  for  the
display which was funded by
contributions  from  the  Australian  Federal  Police;  the  NSW
Police Force; United Nations
Police Association of Australia and its NSW Branch, the Police
Federation of Australia; and
the Police Credit Union.
Ceremonial arrangements were made possible with assistance of
the AFP Recognition and
Ceremonial team and the Professional Standards Unit of the
Office of the Principal, NSW
Police College.
UNITED NATIONS ARTEFACTS DONATED TO DISPLAY:
In putting the exhibition together, Snr Sgt Elm collected
historic artefacts donated by



Australian  police  peacekeepers  who  served  in  Cyprus,  the
Middle East and East Timor
Said Sergeant Elm: “
Police officers by their very nature are peacekeepers in their
home towns, cities here in
Australia,  and  it  is  a  natural  progression  to  take  these
skills to war torn areas, to build the
capacity of local authorities to act against a humanitarian
backdrop.” Said Snr Sgt Elm.
“This day has been on the cards since I arrived at the College
in February of 2007.
Much like all the other proud traditions displays, most of the
work undertaken on this display has
been conducted on days off so it is really gratifying to see
the final results, which I think all
peacekeepers will feel proud.
I think we got the symbolism right and I think our future
members of the force will come to
know of the service and the sacrifice of our members who
contributed.”
In  a  fitting  tribute  to  Australia’s  police  peacekeepers
whether they hail from the AFP, state
or territory police force, the Minister for Home Affairs, The
Hon. Bob Debus, and MP kindly
donated the Australian Coat of Arms, which was presented by
Senator the Hon. Ursula
Stephens  and  dedicated  by  Reverend  Peter  Robinson  at  the
ceremony.
SNRSGT Elm summed up the magnitude of this when he said.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
Assistance was provided to Senior Sergeant Elm in this project
from the Australian Federal
Police;  the  NSW  Police  Force;  United  Nations  Police
Association  of  Australia  and  its  NSW
Branch, the Police Federation of Australia; and the Police
Credit Union.
This ceremony was made possible through the assistance of the
AFP Recognition and Ceremonial team
and  the  Professional  Standards  Unit  of  the  Office  of  the
Principal, NSW Police College.
Cst-1st-Class-Ian-Donald-WARD-NSWPF-Killed-in-Cyprus-12-

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Cst-1st-Class-Ian-Donald-WARD-NSWPF-Killed-in-Cyprus-12-November-1974-further-info-1.pdf


November-1974-further-info

 

 

First published on 14 November 2013.

Updated  3  August  2025  with  photo  of  Cst  Woolcott  and
Registered  number  of  Ward.

 

 

 

John GRAHAM
27/10/2012

John GRAHAM
AKA  ?

Late of  ?

NSW Penrith Police College Class #  “Possibly” 003

New South Wales Police Force

Regd. #  4???

Rank:  Commenced Training “possibly” on Monday 12 May 1947? 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Cst-1st-Class-Ian-Donald-WARD-NSWPF-Killed-in-Cyprus-12-November-1974-further-info-1.pdf
https://australianpolice.com.au/john-graham/


Probationary Constable- appointed 14 June 1947

Constable – appointed ? ? ? 

Constable 1st Class – appointed ? ? ? 

Senior Constable – appointed ? ? ? 

Final Rank =  Constable

Stations:  ?, Bodalla – Retirement

Service:  From 12 May 1947?   to   ? ? ?  =  11 years Service

Awards:  No Find on Australian Honours

 

Born:  ? ? 1915

Died on:  Thursday  24 April 1958

Age:  42 – 43

Cause:  Motor Vehicle Accident – Rider – On Duty

Event location:   Bermagui-Cobargo Road, Bodalla, NSW

Event date:  29 July 1948

 

Funeral date:  ? ? ?

Funeral location:  ?

 

Future Wake location:  ?

Wake date:  ?

 



Funeral Parlour: ?

Buried at: Tamworth General Cemetery, Westdale Rd, Taminda,
NSW

Grave:  Lawn, i1

GPS 31 05′ 27S  150 54′ 13E

-31.090833333333332   150.9036111111111

Grave Site:  [codepeople-post-map]

Memorial / Plaque / Monument located at: National Police
Memorial, Touch stone 3A

Dedication date of Memorial / Plaque / Monument: Nil – at this
time ( April 2020 )



National Police Wall of Remembrance, Canberra.

JOHN IS mentioned on the Police Wall of Remembrance

FURTHER INFORMATION IS NEEDED ABOUT THIS PERSON, THEIR LIFE,
THEIR CAREER AND THEIR DEATH.

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/2014-3447.jpg
https://npm.org.au/honour-roll-entry/?id=8298


PLEASE SEND PHOTOS AND INFORMATION TO Cal

May they forever Rest In Peace

https://www.facebook.com/groups/AustralianPolice.com.au/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/NSWFallenPolice/

 

 

On 29 July, 1948 Constable Graham was riding a police motor
cycle outfit along the Bermagui-Cobargo Road.

At the time the constable was riding along an unfamiliar area
in an effort to locate and apprehend a rape suspect.

As he was negotiating a sharp bend in the roadway, the cycle
skidded  in  loose  gravel,  left  the  roadway  and  mounted  an
embankment. It then tipped over, pinning the constable beneath
it.

Constable Graham was admitted to the Bega District Hospital
suffering from internal injuries, including a ruptured kidney
and concussion.

Over the ensuing years his health deteriorated due to the
original injuries and he died on Thursday 25 April, 1958.

 

The constable was born in Tamworth in 1915 and joined the New
South Wales Police Force on Saturday 14 June, 1947.

At the time of his death he was stationed at Bodalla.

mailto:CAL@AUSTRALIANPOLICE.COM.AU
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AustralianPolice.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NSWFallenPolice/


 

Beyond Courage

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/514697128544865/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Copy-of-John-GRAHAM-01-NSWPF-Died-24-April-1958.jpg


Source: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/514697128544865/permalink/8103

58058978769/

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Copy-of-John-GRAHAM-02-NSWPF-Died-24-April-1958.jpg
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Copy-of-John-GRAHAM-03-NSWPF-Died-24-April-1958.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/groups/514697128544865/permalink/810358058978769/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/514697128544865/permalink/810358058978769/


 

 

 

 

Victor Donald AHEARN
27/10/2012

 Victor Donald AHEARN
( late of Lavender St [ cnr of Walker St ], North

Sydney )

New South Wales Police Force
Regd. #  ?

Rank:  Detective Constable 1st Class

Stations:  ?, Clarence Street Station, North Sydney Station –
Death

Service:  From  8 January 1930  to  11 August 1946 = 16+ years
Service ( 10 years as Detective )

Awards:  No find on It’s An Honour

https://australianpolice.com.au/victor-donald-ahearn/


Born:  ? ? 1906 at Penrith, NSW

Died on:  Sunday  11 August 1946

Cause:  Shot – Murdered

Event location:  Anzac Pde, Matraville

Age:  40

Funeral date:  Tuesday  13 August 1946

Funeral location:  Christ Church, Lavender Bay

Buried at:  Rookwood Cemetery

Zone C, Anglican Section 8, Row 19, Grave 2214, 2215

Headstone inscription:  In loving memory of my Dear Husband &
my dear father. Erected by the N.S.W. Government

in memory of Detective Constable 1st Class. Shot in the
execution of his

duty at Sydney. ( Victors father is also buried with him.  His
father, Maxwell Victor Ahearn, died 4 August 2007 aged 72 )

 



Victor Donald AHEARN

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Victor-Donald-AHEARN-NSWPF-Murdered-11-August-19461.jpg


Touch plate for Victor Donald AHEARN at the
National Police Wall of Remembrance, Canberra.

VICTOR IS mentioned on the Police Wall of Remembrance

 

On 11 August, 1946 Detective Constable Ahearn and Detective
Constable Bowie waited at Long Bay Gaol to arrest two suspects
( Sydney Grant and Keith George Hope ) who were wanted for

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/2015-0382.jpg
http://www.npm.org.au/ahearn


break and enter and motor vehicle theft offences. When the two
men arrived to visit two female prisoners at the gaol, as
expected, the detectives arrested them. They then set out to
convey  the  prisoners  to  Daceyville  Police  Station,  with
Constable Bowie driving and Constable Ahearn seated in the
rear  of  the  vehicle  between  the  prisoners.  Shortly  after
leaving the gaol Grant produced a firearm and shot Constable
Ahearn twice in the side. Constable Bowie quickly stopped the
vehicle,  and  when  trying  to  assist  his  colleague  now
struggling  with  the  offenders,  he  was  also  attacked.  The
offenders then made good their escape. Unfortunately Detective
Constable Ahearn died of his wounds before medical assistance
arrived at the scene. Both offenders were later arrested.

 

The Sydney Morning Herald of 14 August, 1946 reported on the
detective’s funeral.

 

LARGE NUMBER AT FUNERAL OF DETECTIVE.

The funeral yesterday of Detective V. D. Ahearn, who was shot
by a gunman on Sunday, was one of the largest seen in North
Sydney.  Christ  Church,  Lavender  Bay,  was  crowded  for  a
memorial  service.  About  300  members  of  the  police  force
remained  in  the  street,  and  many  other  sympathisers  were
unable to get into the church. Detective Constable Alexander
Bowie, who was injured in the police car in which Detective
Ahearn was shot, was among the mourners. The funeral service
was conducted by the Rev. Dr. Frank Cash. Archbishop Mowll,
who gave the address at the service, said he hoped it would be
some comfort to Mrs. Ahearn that so large and representative a
gathering had come together to do honour to her husband, who
in the course of his duty had suddenly been killed.

 



The Advocate newspaper of 12 December, 1946 announced the
result of the trial of the two offenders.

 

GRANT SENTENCED TO DEATH: UNUSUAL SCENES.

SYDNEY, Wednesday – Extraordinary scenes were witnessed at the
conclusion of the murder trial in the Central Criminal Court
to-day of Sydney Grant (23), labourer, and Keith George Hope
(23), farm laborer, for the murder of Detective Constable
Victor Donald Ahearn on August 11 at Matraville. The jury
found Grant guilty and Hope not guilty. Grant was sentenced to
death. Mr. Justice Herron agreed that the jury’s verdict was
inevitable.

The constable was born in 1906 [ and was the son of Percy
Augustis Ahearn & Elizabeth Anne Pirie ] and joined the New
South Wales Police Force on 8 January, 1930. At the time of
his death he was stationed at North Sydney.

 

As an aside – Victor AHEARN was the cousin of Clarence PIRIE
who was also shot and murdered in 1960 aged 40.

 

 
 

NSW BDM’s
Birth
17164/1906 AHEARN, VICTOR D : PERCY, ELIZABETH A   @ PENRITH

Marriage
14450/1934 AHEARN, VICTOR D,  MALLARD IRENE  on 15 September
1934 in St Johns Church, PARRAMATTA, NSW

http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~aherns/ahobits4.htm#31/07/1942
http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~aherns/ahobits4.htm#31/07/1942
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/clarence-roy-pirie/


Death
25813/1946 AHEARN, VICTOR DONALD : Parents: PERCY AUGUSTUS &
ELIZABETH ANNE  @ KINGSFORD

 

 
 

Kalgoorlie Miner (WA : 1895 – 1950), Wednesday 14 August 1946,
page 4

MANHUNT ENDS

Shooting of Detective BECKETT GIVES HIMSELF UP.

Sydney, Aug. 13. — The intensive search for Keith Beckett,
alias Hope, whom the police allege was with Charles Grant
(28), when detective Victor Donald Ahearn was shot dead in a
police car on Sunday, ended dramatically when Beckett gave
himself up to the police at Scone to-night. He said he had
been working on a farm in the district. It was disclosed to-
day that three bullets had been fired into Detective Ahearn‘s
body as he sat between the two men in the police car during
the drive from Long Bay Gaol. The police believed that two of
the shots were fired as Ahearn attempted to grab the gun after
one of the men in the car had pulled it from his pocket. The
funeral to-day of Detective Ahearn was one of the largest seen
in North Sydney. So large was the crowd at the church service
that many hundreds were unable to get into the church and the
streets through which the cortege proceeded to the Rookwood
Cemetery were lined with citizens desiring to pay their last
tribute to the late detective.

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/rendition/nla.news-article95
543797.txt

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/rendition/nla.news-article95543797.txt
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/rendition/nla.news-article95543797.txt


 

CALLOUS MURDER OF SYDNEY DETECTIVE
Shot By Two Men While Being Escorted To Police Station

SYDNEY, Sunday.



Detective-Constable Vincent Donald Ahearn, 40, was murdered this afternoon
in a police car in Anzac Parade, while two men were being taken to North

Sydney police station for questioning in connection with car thefts. It was
one of the most cold-blooded and callous crimes committed in Australia. The
men had been detained after visiting two female prisoners at Long Bay Gaol,
Joyce Read and Edna Grant. An attempt was made to shoot Detective-Constable
Bowie, 27, who was seated in the police car, but the pistol jammed. The two
men then bashed Bowie about the head and jumped from the car, escaping into
the bush near the Bunnerong power house.The shooting took place within a

few miles of the Long Bay Gaol. As the police car approached the old
speedway at Maroubra one of the men pulled a revolver that had been

concealed among his clothing, and shot Ahearn twice through the chest, one
bullet puncturing his heart. Detective Bowie was seated in the front seat

of the car while Detective Ahearn was in the back seat between the two men.
On hearing the shots Detective Bowie turned round and saw his colleague in

a slumped position on the edge of the seat.For the first time the new
police plane was used in a search for the two escapees over the area of the

crime. More than 400 police, assisted by police dogs and with soldiers
armed with tommy-guns in support, are scouring dense scrub between

Bunnerong Road and La Perouse Road. At the North Sydney Court last Tuesday,
two attractive girls, Joyce Read, 19, and Edna Grant, 20, were committed

for trial on three charges of illegally using motor cars, and one of
breaking, entering and stealing from a Lindfield garage. Bail was fixed at
£200 for Grant and £100 for Read, but they did not find the surety. During
the hearing, in a statement allegedly made by Read, she told how she and
Grant were arrested in a stolen car at Northbridge in the early hours on

July 29, when they had been left by two men. Caught in the headlights of an
oncoming car one of the men called, “It’s the ‘coppers’ go through.” The

men then disappeared into the bushes. The alleged statement added that Read
had been lured into crime by a man and his associates whom she had met one

night at the California, a cafe in Darlinghurst Road, King’s
Cross.Detective-Constable Bowie applied the brakes at the same time as he

was grappling with the two men, one of whom hit him about the head and face
with the butt of a revolver. Bowie continued to fight back and shortly
afterwards collapsed into unconsciousness. The two men were seen to leap

from the car and run in opposite directions. When the police arrived, Bowie
was still clutching his half-drawn revolver and the body of Ahearn was

found crouched on the back seat. Darkness set in soon after the search of
the Bunnerong scrub land had started, and military searchlights were used
to assist. The police warned residents in the Malabar district, who owned
cars, to be on the watch as the wanted men were experienced drivers.The
police are anxious to interview a man, known as Keith, who was in company
with the two men this morning. Late to-night the police stated they were
anxious to interview Sidney Greenep, alias Grant and also alias McMahon.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bunnerong_Power_Station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maroubra_Speedway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maroubra_Speedway


— The Canberra Times 12 August 1946
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DETECTIVE SHOT IN POLICE CAR

Troops And Plane Join In Sydney Manhunt

One detective was shot dead and another brutally attacked at
Matraville yesterday afternoon while they were escorting two
men they had arrested at the gate of Long Bay Gaol.

Four hundred armed police, soldiers ( some carrying machine-
guns ), the police aeroplane, and police dogs later took part
in one of the most intensive manhunts ever organised by the
New South Wales police.

The two men, who had been visiting two girl prisoners in the
gaol, were not located at an early hour to-day.

 

DRAMATIC DRIVE FROM GAOL

The detectives were attacked as the men were being driven away
in a police car. After a fierce struggle in the car the men
made off across sand dunes and scrub covered hills.

Detective  First-class  Constable  Victor  Donald  Ahearn,  40,
married, with one child, who was stationed at North Sydney,
was  shot  dead.  Two  bullets  entered  his  body,  one  passing
through his heart. Ahearn joined the police force 16½ years
ago, and lived at Lavender Bay.

Detective Constable Alexander Bowie, 27, stationed at Mosman,
was  kicked  about  the  head  and  body,  and  suffered  severe
abrasions and shock. He is the son of Superintendent L. Bowie,



who was recently in charge of the Tamworth police district.

The two detectives had driven in a police car to Long Bay in
the morning, believing that two men for whom they had been
searching  in  connection  with  charges  of  car  stealing  and
breaking and entering garages might visit two girls, aged 19
and 20.

The  girls  recently  had  pleaded  not  guilty  to  charges  of
illegally  using  motor  cars  and  breaking  into  a  Lindfield
garage. According to the police, two men had   been seen with
the girls on the night of one alleged crime, but escaped.

The detectives yesterday parked their police car near the
outer gates of the gaol. Soon afterwards the big gates opened
and two men came out.

Ahearn and Bowie immediately intercepted them, and after a
short conversation, ordered them to get into the car.

Bowie sat at the wheel and Ahearn sat between the two men in
the back seat. The men, though sullen and disinclined to talk,
gave no indication that they intended resisting arrest until
the car had travelled about two miles along Anzac Parade.

About 300 yards from where the main road crosses the tram line
near Pozieres Avenue, Matraville, and where dunes and tea-tree
skirt the road, one of the prisoners is alleged to have pulled
a .32 revolver from his pocket.

Bowie did not know it until he was attracted by a sudden
scuffle from the back seat of the car. In less than two
seconds there were two shots, and as Bowie turned round Ahearn
muttered, “They’ve got me.”

Two bullets had plunged into the side of his body, piercing
the heart and other vital organs.

 



LONG STRUGGLE IN MOTOR CAR

As Ahearn slumped dying on the floor of the car with portion
of his clothes singed with the flame from the shots, Bowie
swerved the car on to the grass track off the macadam road.

He pulled on the brake and after throwing the engine into
neutral, he leaned over the seat to seize the two men.

The  tracks  of  the  car  showed  that  during  the  subsequent
struggle, the car travelled several yards before stopping.

As Bowie attempted to hurl himself on to the men, the one with
the revolver pointed the gun at his head with the muzzle only
a few inches from Bowie’s temple, the man said. “Get back or
you’ll get it, too!”

Bowie saw the man pull the trigger and he heard a click. The
revolver had jammed. The man holding the gun then crashed the
butt of the revolver on to Bowie’s head, causing a deep cut.

 

Still Fought On

As Bowie was attempting to lever himself over the back of the
front seat, the two men leaned back and raising both their
feet, kicked him viciously about the face and head.

Each kick brought a new trickle of blood down Bowie’s face,
but he continued to struggle with the men, and eventually
wrested the gun from them.

Evidently, fearing that Bowie would continue the fight and get
the better of them, the men threw open the doors on either
side of the car and leapt to the road.

One ran through a wire fence up the sandhill towards Yarra Bay
and was soon lost in the thick scrub.



Offender – Sidney Greenep @
Grant @ McMahon

The police last night issued these pictures of two men they
are seeking in connection with the shooting of a detective at
Matraville yesterday.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOP: Sidney Greenep, alias Grant, alias McMahon.

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Sidney-Greenep-Murdered-Victor-AHEARN-NSWPF-11-August-1946.jpg


LOWER: Keith Beckett (or Hope).

Offender – Keith HOPE

The other bolted in the opposite direction and was last seen
making across the tramline over the sand

dunes.

Bowie, who by this time was on the point of collapse, tried to
lift Ahearn from the door of the car.

But Ahearn was dead. Powder marks   and blood on his clothing
showed where the bullets had entered his body.

Glen Rich, a young man living in Page Street, Botany, who was
passing on his bicycle, saw Bowie leave the   car and stagger
towards the road. He helped to lift Ahearn from the car to the
grass on the side of the road, and then went to look for a
telephone to summon the police.

Many Cars Passed

Police believe that many cars passed after the shooting, but
it was not until 15 minutes later that a man and a woman who
had driven along Anzac Parade to Maroubra, accosted Sergeant
Ryan and Constable Watts on   the beach.

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Keith-Hope-Murdered-Victor-Donald-AHEARN-NSWPF-11-August-1946.jpg


The man said, “We think there’s been a bit of shooting along
the road. You had better go along and see what’s happened.”

Ryan, and Watts raced back along Anzac Parade until they came
upon the police car still parked on the side   of the road.
Bowie was sitting, still dazed and bleeding profusely, on the
grass alongside the body of Ahearn, holding the revolver which
he had taken from one of the men.

Two empty cartridge shells from which Ahearn had been shot
were in the car. One cartridge bore a faint hammer imprint,
but  had  jammed.  There  were  other  live  cartridges  in  the
revolver.

 

SPECTACULAR HUNT DEVELOPS

With at least 20 minutes start the men had probably travelled
a long distance before the police search for them was begun,
but  within  a  short  time  Superintendent  F.  Matthews  had
organised   one of the biggest manhunts ever known in Sydney.

The police plane was called out for the first lime to assist
in the search. Police dogs were rushed to the car in which the
shooting had occurred

and then they were let loose in the direction taken when the
men ran away. And 400 armed police were rushed from the city
and all suburbs to form a cordon around the district.   Army
personnel some armed with sub-machine guns, were rushed in
military wagons to join in the hunt and within an hour an area
extending from Malabar, Botany Bay, Yarra Bay and Kingsford
was being systematically combed.

Every  car  returning  from  the  seaside  of  the  district  was
stopped and searched. The contents of several utility vans
being removed to ascertain if anyone was hiding there.

 



Plane Uses Radio

The police plane swept low in circles over the sandhills, the
observer using powerful glasses to scan the thick scrub as he
kept in touch by radio with the police cars racing backwards
and forwards throughout the district.

One message radioed from the plane and picked up by the police
cars near the scene of the shooting was that a man was seen
making his way over the sand dunes towards Yarra Bay.

Superintendent Matthews revealed late last night that a taxi-
driver had picked up a man walking along Bunnerong Road near
the Matraville Hotel about 3.30 p.m.

The man asked him to take him to East Sydney.

The description of the man tallies with that of one of the
escapees.  There  were  bloodstains  visible  on  his  neck  and
clothing.

Police found a cream Hillman car with a Victorian registration
plate, near Long Bay Gaol. It was later learned that the car
had been stolen in Melbourne on Friday.

The police state that the two men had used the car to drive up
to the gaol and brazenly left it near the gate while they
visited the two girl inmates.

Police said last night that one of the men sought is known to
them as Sidney Greenep, alias Grant, alias McMahon.

 

Suspects Described

The police issued the following description of him:

“Twenty-six years old, 5ft 7in, dark hair and complexion,
freckled face, brown eyes, scar over right eye, appears to be
new scar on forehead, and two old scars on forehead as well.



Lobe of left ear is peculiar shape. Dressed in black and white
or dark brown and white very small check pattern sports coat.
Badge in lapel appeared to be returned soldier’s badge. Man
wearing light blue or bluish-green sports trousers. Green silk
open-neck sports shirt, no hat. Very tidy appearance.”

A second suspect, the police say is known as Keith Beckett (or
Hope). He is 22 to 25 years old, 5ft 9in or 10in. fair
complexion, medium brown-coloured straight ball hooked nose,
rather large and red; wearing a light blue American type of
coat of woollen material, large lapels, and dark blue piping
on pockets and lapels blue shirt with collar to match, a tie
and fairly new grey felt pork-pie-shaped hat.

 

North Sydney Report

On latest reports, it was believed both hunted men had reached
and possibly passed through the city.

Becket was said to have been seen in North Sydney at 3.30
p.m., after the shooting. He was wearing a white open-neck
shirt, light coloured sports suit, light grey felt hat.

The search early this morning was covering a great part of the
metropolitan area.

ABOVE:  The  scene  at  Matraville  yesterday

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Murder-scene-1-11-Aug-1946.jpg


afternoon  when  a  police  cordon  was  thrown
around the area in a search for two men who
escaped from the police car ( indicated by
circle ) in which Detective-Constable Victor
Ahearn was killed.

Police  questioning
motorists  in
Bunnerong Road last
night.
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A detective-sergeant checking his rifle
before joining the search. A spotlight
was attached to the barrel of the gun.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Motorists.jpg


 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/17982254#pstart995837

 

The Sydney Morning Herald                    Monday  12 August
1946               page 1 of 14

SURPRISE AT GAOL VISIT

The  fact  that  a  visitor  with  a  loaded  revolver  could  be
admitted to Long Bay Gaol to “interview prisoners on remand
caused comment in police circles after the   shooting.

Remand prisoners are allowed greater liberty than sentenced
prisoners, but police say it is at the least disquieting that
visitors  are  not  searched  for  firearms  even  it  they  are
visiting only women in the remand section.

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/17982253#pstart995837

 

 

 

MAN ARRESTED FOR MURDER OF SYDNEY DETECTIVE
Intense Search for Accomplice

SYDNEY, Monday.

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/17982254#pstart995837
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/17982253#pstart995837


Early this morning Sidney Grant, 28, was arrested at gunpoint in a guest
house at North Sydney, and charged with the murder on Sunday afternoon of
Detective-Constable Victor Donald Ahearn. A police cordon had been thrown
around Sydney to apprehend Keith George Hope, 23, alias Beckett, and all

trains, planes and ships are being closely watched while the cooperation of
the Victorian police has been sought in case Hope should break through the
cordon in an at tempt to return to Victoria. The search for Hope is also
being intensified in the Newcastle district. Grant was arrested by armed

police while he was breakfasting at a guest house. He offered no
resistance. A large squad of police was rushed to the guest house and,

while all exits were guarded. Detective H. Hughes and Sergt. R. K. Knight,
with revolvers drawn, rushed inside. They threw open the door of a room and
found Grant having breakfast.Later, Grant appeared before the North Sydney
Court with his head bandaged and was charged with the murder of Detective
Ahearn on which charge he was remanded to the Central Court on August 20,
bail being refused. Grant appeared in court handcuffed to a detective-

sergeant and was later removed under a heavy escort.Sergeant M. Whelan, who
conducted the prosecution, told the court that Grant and another man had

been arrested at the entrance to the women’s reformatory at Long Bay Gaol.
The two men were placed in a police car, which was driven by Detective-

Constable Bowie, while Ahearn sat between the men. After the police car had
proceeded about a mile and a half from the reformatory, Grant drew a

revolver and twice shot Ahearn, who died in a few minutes, Bowie, stopped
the car and struggled with Grant, who was disarmed, but Bowie was assaulted

about the face. Grant and the other man then disappeared.Shortly before
3.30 p.m. Grant was again before the North Sydney Court and was remanded
until August 20, on nine charges of breaking, entering and stealing,

including the theft of four sub-machine guns, two revolver chambers, and a
quantity of ammunition, to the value £50, from Rushcutters Bay naval depot,
on July 30.Four counts dealt with alleged thefts of wireless Sets. He was
also charged with stealing clothing, valued at £200, from a shop at Crow’s
Nest on July 31, with breaking into a shop at King’s Cross Road on July 5
and stealing women’s clothing, worth £100, and with breaking into a garage
at Killara on July 28, and stealing tyres and money to the value of £30.
Grant was also remanded on two charges of having been in possession of

firearms.The police produced four Thomson sub-machine guns and two
ammunition cases which were found among some bush at Roseville. The

Victorian police advised that ballistic tests proved that the revolver
which bad been used in the murder, had been stolen from a resident of
Hawthorn in 1942. It is believed that Grant left a considerable sum of

money in Melbourne. His arrest followed probably the greatest man-hunt ever
staged in this State. Almost 500 police and soldiers were engaged. Grant

told the police that he arrived by car from Melbourne on Saturday and, with
a companion, booked in at the guest house early on Sunday morning.



NO POWER TO SEARCH GAOL VISITORS

There was no power to search any person whether visiting a gaol, a police
court or any other establishment unless such a person was first arrested

and charged, said the Minister of Justice (Mr. Downing) who added that such
searching would be an offence.The Minister explained there was no

restriction about the number of visits by friends to gaol prisoners who
were also permitted to receive foodstuffs, but there was no physical

contact between such prisoners and visitors because of a heavy wire gauze
separating them. A Sydney detective stated that when a policeman visited

the gaol he was required to hand over his revolver and he could not
understand why the same regulation did not apply to civilians. A late
Melbourne message stated that two men had been detained at the C.I.B.

office for questioning in connection with the murder.

— The Canberra Times 13 August 1946

 

Victor Donald Ahearn

AHEARN. — August 11, 1946, Victor Donald. Dearly beloved
husband of Irene Ahearn, and loving father of Max, aged 40

years.

— Sydney Morning Herald 13 August 1946
 

Large Number At Funeral Of Detective

The funeral yesterday of Detective V. D. Ahearn, who was shot
by a gunman on Sunday, was one of the largest seen in North

Sydney. Christ Church, Lavender Bay, was crowded for a
memorial service. About 300 members of the police force
remained in the street, and many other sympathisers were

unable to get into the church. Detective-Constable Alexander
Bowie, who was injured in the police car in which Detective
Ahearn was shot, was among the mourners. The funeral service
was conducted by the Rev. Dr. Frank Cash. Archbishop Mowll,
who gave the address at the service, said he hoped it would

be some comfort to Mrs. Ahearn that so large and
representative a gathering had come together to do honour to
her husband, who in the course of his duty had suddenly been

killed.



INCREASING DEBT

“Others are here,” said Archbishop Mowll, “to show regard for
the police force, to whom the community owes an increasing
debt of gratitude. “The episode of last Sunday afternoon
brings home to everyone the risk continually being run by
members of the force. We are grateful to them for what they
are doing to protect us.” Boy Scouts of the 1st Lavender Bay

Troop, of which Max Ahearn, son of the detective, is a
member, occupied the choir seats at the service. The coffin
was carried from the church after the service by Detectives
Whiteman, Fagan, Griffin, Kelly, and Tupper, who had worked
with Detective Ahearn. A detachment of about 300 uniformed

and plainclothes men preceded the hearse. These were followed
by a company of’ military police in the charge of Captain
Wiseman, and by members of the New South Wales Fire Brigade
under Inspector J. Neville, who also represented the Chief

Officer and the Board of Fire Commissioners.

CITIZENS LINE ROUTE



The funeral proceeded through the city to Rookwood Cemetery.
The cortege as it left the church was preceded by motor
cyclists, a detachment of mounted police, and the police
band. Along Lavender Street, Blues Point Road, and Blue

Street to Bradfield Highway the route was lined by hundreds
of spectators. Ordinary traffic along the route to the Bridge

was held up for about half an hour. There were about 100
motor cars following the hearse. The chief mourners were Mrs.
Ahearn, widow, Max Ahearn, son; Mr. P. Ahearn, father; Mrs.

R. Moon, and Mrs. A. Clarke, sisters, Messrs. Moon and
Clarke, brothers-in-law; and Mr. and Mrs. H. Mallard, father-
in-law and mother-in-law. Officers and members of Masonic
Lodge Tuscan also attended. Superintendent J. F. Scott

represented the Chief Commissioner, Mr. Mackay. Other police
officers present included Superintendent B. E. Sadler, who
was in charge of the police arrangements; Superintendents F.

Matthews, T. Wickham, and N. D. James, of the C.I.B.;
Superintendent W. E. Sherringham, Inspectors M. Cahill, W. L.

Alford, C. Kennedy, and J. Nealon; ex-Superintendent W.
Sherringham and a number of retired officers and men.

— Sydney Morning Herald 14 August 1946

Grave Headstone of Victor AHEARN
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WANTED MAN SURRENDERS TO SCONE POLICE
NEWCASTLE, Tuesday.

Keith George Hope, who was wanted by the police for
questioning in connection with the shooting of Detective
Ahearn on Sunday, walked into the Scone police station at
11.45 p.m. and gave himself up. He told the police that he
arrived at 3 a.m. on Monday and, after staying at the Royal
Hotel, obtained work on a farm. The police were advised that
a man answering to his description, had booked in at the
hotel. Hope when he entered the police station, said, “I
understand that you were making inquiries about me, so I
thought I had better give myself up.” He added that the

farmer, by whom, he had been employed, had driven him to the
police station.Two detectives will leave Sydney to-morrow to
take Hope back to Sydney. They have been instructed to take
no chances with him. Police in Sydney to-night hinted that
intensified co-operation between forces in other States,
following the murder of Ahearn on Sunday, may lead to a

clean-up of certain inter-state crimes. A senior officer of
the C.I.B. said that detectives in Melbourne, Sydney and
Brisbane had been working to break up certain interstate

criminal activities.Large crowds gathered to-day to pay their
last respects to Detective Constable Ahearn, when the funeral
was held. Mounted police were in attendance with detachments
of police, military provosts and motor cyclists. The funeral
of Detective Ahearn was conducted to-day. A service was held
at Christ Church where Archbishop Mowll paid a moving tribute
to the service rendered to the community as a whole by the

police force.

— The Canberra Times 14 August 1946
 

Hope Charged With Murder



Keith George Hope, also known as Keith Beckett, 23, labourer,
was charged at Central Police Court yesterday with having on
August 11 murdered Detective Victor Donald Ahearn. Hope was
also charged with having had in his possession a car stolen

in Victoria, knowing it to have been stolen. The police
prosecutor, Sergeant Whelan, said that last Sunday afternoon,
Detectives Ahearn and Bowie were escorting in a car Hope and
a man named Grant from the women’s reformatory at Long Bay
gaol. Some distance from Long Bay gaol Ahearn had been shot
three times and had died almost immediately. Sergeant Whelan
asked for a remand until August 20. Grant had been remanded

to that date, he added. Mr. Beavers, S.M., granted the remand
and refused bail. Hope was escorted into the court by the two

detectives who had brought him back from Scone yesterday
morning. He was neatly dressed in a brown suit, blue shirt,

and red tie.

— The Sydney Morning Herald 16 August 1946
 

HOPE REMANDED ON MURDER CHARGE

SYDNEY, Thursday.

Keith George Hope, 23, was charged at the Central Court to-
day with the murder of Detective-Constable Ahearn on Sunday
last and was remanded until August 20. He was also charged
with being in possession of a stolen motor car. Hope was
escorted into court by Detectives Hargreaves and Strachan,

who had brought him from Scone where he had given himself up.
During the brief court proceedings Hope did not speak.

— The Canberra Times 16 August 1946
 

KITCHEN IS STILL UNPAINTED
Det. Ahearn’s Death



SYDNEY, August 16.—The big, dark-haired policeman kissed his wife
[Irene] before sitting down to breakfast in his cheerful flat at

Lavender Street, North Sydney. He had been up late the night before,
but that had not affected his good-humour. Nothing, his wife

reflected, ever seemed to affect that. He ate his cornflakes and
chops, drank his cup of strong coffee. Then, with his 11-year-old son
to help, he started to paint the kitchen woodwork. He had promised his
wife to do it, and, once he had promised — even little things — she

could always count on him to do them. It was Saturday. He stuck at the
painting until he had to go on duty.Sunday, he was on duty again. As
he went out this time, whistling softly, his wife saw him turn, heard
him call back cheerily: “I’ll finish off the paint when I get home.”
But this week, the woodwork was still waiting to be finished. Early on
the Sunday afternoon policeman Victor Ahearn was shot twice through
the heart while doing duty as an escort. Said his widow, pretty, sad-
eyed Rene Ahearn, this week: “Vic. was a big, strong chap; but he
never thought it sissy to help me in the flat. He was always doing
something for me. “I get sciatica. When I was sick he used to do all
the shopping for me. Sometimes he’d get so many vegetables we wouldn’t
know what to do with them. “He used to cook for our son Max and me
when I was ill. He was a good cook, too. “When you met him once you
knew him. He never changed. I met him when I was 16 and he was 28. He
lived in a boarding house next door. We married four years later. That
was nearly 13 years ago. “He was in the Police Force sixteen and a
half years. The last 10 he’d been a detective. “That meant broken

shifts, working until the job was done, coming home at odd hours. But
he was always so dependable, so jolly. I didn’t mind the anxiety, the
strain of being a policeman’s wife. “Week-ends, when he was off duty,
we used to go fishing with our son. Vic. loved fishing more than any
other pastime. We had planned a trip from Mosman Bay this week-end.
“He had only lately been transferred from Clarence Street Station to
North Sydney. He liked the move because it brought him nearer home —
he could come back to the flat for lunch when he was working early
shifts. “Vic. took me to the C.I.B. ball two days before he was

killed. I wore a new wine velvet evening dress — my first since the
end of the war. Vic. said to me: ‘You don’t look a day older than when
I married you. Let’s have our photo taken.’ “He asked me three times
before I agreed. I was so surprised, because he hadn’t had a photo

taken since our wedding. He hated posing for a picture.” Widowed Mrs.
Ahearn will continue to live in her flat at the corner of Walker and
Lavender Streets. Said she: “My friends are here. So are my happy

memories. Why should I move?



— Townsville Daily Bulletin 17 August 1946

 

REMAND ON MURDER CHARGE
SYDNEY, Tuesday.

Sidney Grant and Keith George Hope, charged with the murder
of Detective V. D. Ahearn at Matraville on August 11, were
remanded until September 10 at the Central Court to-day.
Grant said that a writ of habeas corpus had been served on
the police to enable his wife to give evidence on a theft

charge against him. Grant also faces nine charges of
breaking, entering and stealing and two of possessing

firearms while being a person previously convicted. Bail was
refused both men.

— The Canberra Times 28 August 1946
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DETECTIVE TELLS OF CAR SHOOTING

Sidney Grant who has been charged with the murder of Det.-
Constable  Victor  Donald  Ahearn,  drove  through  the  police
cordon in a taxi a few minutes after Ahearn had been shot on
August 11.

A witness said this at the inquest into the detective’s death
at the City Coroner’s Court yesterday.

Present in court were Sidney Grant and Keith Hope, who have
been charged with the murder of Ahearn. They were handcuffed
together and escorted by police.

Mr.  Peter  Pelligrini,  taxi  proprietor,  of  Nagle  Avenue,



Maroubra, said that Grant had hailed his cab at Matraville
about 3.30 p.m. on August 11 and had asked him to drive to
King’s Cross.

Pelligrini said that while driving along Military Parade he
had remarked on the presence of a large number of police.

Later he saw a patrol car and a police truck full of police
coming along the road followed by an ambulance. He said that
Grant then said, ‘There must have been an accident.”

 

“Blood On Grant”

Pelligrini said there was blood on Grant’s shirt and sleeve
and the shoulder of his coat was slightly torn. He had a wound
behind his ear.

He drove Grant to Cathedral Street, King’s Cross, where Grant
got out and paid him. He said he thought Grant had been
involved in an accident.

Mr. A. J. Forestal, proprietor of the Alloa Private Hotel,
North Sydney, said Grant and Hope had booked accommodation
about 2 a.m. on August 11. They said they had come from
Melbourne and expected to stay a week. They paid seven days’
rent in advance. He said they had a small cream car.

About midday on August 11, Grant and Hope told Forestal they
wanted to go to Mosman. He gave them a street directory.

Hope came back later for a short while and went away with a
suitcase. About 4.30 p.m. Grant returned to the hotel with a
little blood on his shirt collar, coat, and trousers, and with
cuts on his fingers and head.

He told Forestal he had been in a car smash. He said that when
driving his car down Military Road he had hit a pole. He said
that police were there and he had reported the accident to the



North Sydney police station. He discussed the accident with
Forestal for about an hour.

Mrs. Esme Olive Lawson, wardress at the Women’s Reformatory,
Long Bay, said that Grant and Hope came to visit Edna Grant
about 2 p.m. on August 11.

When they left, she saw them being escorted to a police car by
two detectives.

Constable Alexander Leslie Bowie, stationed at Mosman, said
that he and Detective-Constable Ahearn arrested Grant and Hope
outside Long Bay Gaol about 2.30 p.m. on August 11. There was
a small cream car with Victorian registration plates outside
the gates.

Hope, Grant and Ahearn got into the back seat of the police
car with Ahearn in the centre. He and Ahearn had lightly gone
over Hope’s and Grant’s clothing for small-arms. Just as he
was driving away, Grant asked for his overcoat.

Bowie said he went over to the small cream car and found two
overcoats, two scarves, a jemmy, torch, leather gloves, and a
bunch of keys.

After searching the coats, he threw them on the back seat of
the cream car.

He then drove away from the gaol. While going along Anzac
Parade he heard some mention of “tailor-made” cigarettes, and
this was followed immediately by the sound of a shot.

“I thought it was a blow-out until I heard Ahearn say: ‘He’s
got me,’ ”  Bowie said.

“Then I heard the sounds of another two shots. I applied the
brakes and swung the car to the side of the road. I turned to
the back seat and saw Hope getting out the door, and Grant
with an automatic pistol in his hand pointing it at me.



“Detective Ahearn was trying to swing himself over in Grant’s
direction. I struggled with Grant and tried to take the gun
from him. I saw the gun was jammed, and when I took it from
him I hit him on the forehead with the butt.

 

Kicked In Face

“Grant then said that he had had enough, and I told him to
stay  still  until  I  handcuffed  him.  Grant  leaned  back  and
kicked me in the face, but I continued to struggle with him,
hanging on to his trouser belt. Grant broke my grip, ran down
Anzac Parade, and turned into the bush towards Matraville.”

Bowie said he then took Ahearn out of the car and laid him on
the side of the road. He was unconscious.

Under cross-examination by Mr. Carruthers ( for Hope ), Bowie
said that Hope had made no effort to attack him, and had been
quite submissive outside the gaol when being arrested.

Dr. Stratford Sheldon, Government medical officer, said that
when he examined Ahearn‘s body there were what he thought to
be powder stains on his hands.

One bullet had entered the body near the right wrist and had
run along to the elbow joint. A second wound was found on the
left side of the chest, and a bullet track through the right
ventricle of the heart and the abdomen, ending in the left
loin. This was the bullet that had killed Ahearn.

There was a third bullet track through the spine. The bullet
was recovered from just above the right hip.

Mr. A. Brindley appeared for Grant, Mr. J. E. Carruthers for
Hope, and Sergeant Forde assisted the coroner.

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/17994334#pstart996502
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CORONER TOLD OF SHOOTING OF DETECTIVE
SYDNEY, Tuesday.

Evidence of the shooting of Detective Ahearn in a police car
at Matraville on August 11, was given at the Coroner’s Court
to-day by Constable Bowie, who was driving the car. Sydney
Grant and Keith George Hope were present in custody, charged
with murder. Constable Bowie told how he and Ahearn were
driving in a police car, in which the accused were also

sitting. Previously they had met the accused at the women’s
reformatory and told them they were wanted for a “couple of

jobs at North Sydney.” They ran their hands over the
accused’s clothes, after which the men got in the car with
Ahearn between them. After proceeding about a mile and a
half, something was said about cigarettes and this was

followed immediately by a shot. He heard Ahearn say he had
been shot. Almost immediately there were two more shots.
Witness stopped the car and saw Hope get out. Grant had a

pistol pointed at witness but the pistol jammed. He took the
gun from Grant who punched him about the head, but witness
grabbed the gun and hit Grant with the butt. The latter

replied he had had enough and, referring to Ahearn, said,
“Will the poor ———— die?” Grant then leaned back in the seat
and kicked witness about the face. The inquiry was adjourned

until next Tuesday.

— The Canberra Times 11 September 1946
 

“DETECTIVE GOT IN WAY, SO I LET HIM HAVE IT”
Alleged Admission by Accused

SYDNEY, Tuesday



At the resumed inquest to-day into the death of Detective
Ahearn, the police produced two letters, alleged to have been
written by Sidney Grant, one of the accused, to his wife who
was an inmate of Long Bay Gaol. An extract from one letter
read: “He got in my way, so I let him have it. As for the

other fellow, well, he’s lucky he’s not there calling for the
angels too. Only for my rod jamming he would have been.”The

second letter said in part: “Ahearn got the works for
standing in my way and yours.” and also stated: “I got the
word through that everything is working as planned by the
boys in Melbourne and as soon as they take that escort off,

well, it’s on and I’ll be free again.” Telling the court that
the letters had been forwarded to the C.I.B., but he could
not say by whom, Detective-Constable H. J. Hughes said that

Grant had admitted writing the letters but had claimed he did
not mean what was in them.The police also tendered to the
Court a statement allegedly made by Grant in which it was

claimed that the shooting of Detective Ahearn was accidental.
According to the statement Grant was getting cigarettes from
his pocket when Ahearn saw that he had a gun and tried to

grab it. “It accidentally went off the first time and
realising what I had done I just went on with it by shooting
him again,” the alleged statement added.Also tendered was a
statement allegedly made by Keith George Hope, the statement
read in part: “I did not want to give myself up until after
Grant was caught, as I was frightened at what he might do to
me, because after he shot the detective in cold blood he

would shoot me without compunction.”

— The Canberra Times 18 September 1946
 

DEFENCE CLAIMS SHOOTING WAS ACCIDENTAL

SYDNEY, Tuesday.



A demonstration to support his claim that the shooting was
accidental was given in the Criminal Court to-day by Sidney
Grant. Grant and Keith George Hope are jointly charged with
the murder of Detective Victor Ahearn, at Matraville, on

August 11, and both pleaded not guilty. Grant denied that he
was a cold-blooded killer and claimed he had had an

opportunity to seize Detective Bowie’s pistol and also shoot
him, but had refrained from doing so. With the assistance of
a constable, two chairs and a pistol, Grant demonstrated to

the jury how the pistol had been removed from his hip pocket.
Grant said that when he had withdrawn the pistol, Detective

Ahearn saw it and grabbed at it. The safety catch was on when
he put it in his pocket and the pressure of Ahearn’s hand
must have set it off. “After the first shot was fired I

wanted to let the gun go and escape but I feared that if I
left the gun in Ahearn’s hand he might shoot me”. I tried to

take the gun from his hand and, in doing so, I shot him
again.” Grant claimed he handed the gun to Bowie who pointed
it at his (Grant‘s) head and he heard three distinct clicks.
He did not know the pistol was loaded until it went off. Hope
declared on oath that he had taken no part in the shooting.
He had not given himself up until Grant was caught as he
thought that Grant might shoot him, seeing he was the only
witness to the crime. The trial will be resumed to-morrow.

— The Canberra Times 4 December 1946
 

Detective Shot Accidentally, Accused Claims
Sydney Grant, 28, labourer, claimed in the Central Criminal

Court yesterday
that Detective Constable Victor Donald Ahearn was shot

accidentally
at Matraville on August 11.



Grant and Keith George Hope, 23, farm labourer, were charged
with having murdered Ahearn in a police car travelling from

Long Bay Gaol to North Sydney. Grant said in evidence
yesterday that Ahearn had been shot accidentally while

struggling in the car for a gun which he (Grant) was trying
to dispose of. Grant said he came to Sydney from Melbourne in
a stolen car on August 11. He was accompanied by Hope. He

found an automatic pistol in the glove box of the car. In the
afternoon, he and Hope went to Long Bay Gaol to see his wife.

When he went into the gaol, he put the pistol in his hip
pocket. As they left the gaol, they were approached by

Constables Ahearn and Bowie, who asked them to accompany them
to the North Sydney police station for questioning.

“JAMMED IN POCKET”

Ahearn sat in the middle of the back seat, and Constable
Bowie sat at the wheel. He asked Ahearn if he could smoke and

he agreed. While trying to pull the revolver out of his
pocket it became jammed. Ahearn looked down and saw the
weapon. Ahearn grabbed his hand, and tried to pull it

forward, causing the pistol to explode. “I realised then what
had happened, and thought of escaping,” said Grant. “I

thought I would take the gun because Ahearn might shoot me.
His body slumped over my shoulder, but he continued to

struggle for the gun. I now know he had a death grip on the
gun, and it again exploded. The recoil of the gun again

caused it to fire.”

COURT DEMONSTRATION



Grant, with a police officer sitting on a chair, demonstrated
on the floor of the Court to the jury the movements of the
struggle in the car. “After the third shot, I handed the
revolver to Constable Bowie,” Grant added. Constable Bowie
said, ‘You have killed my mate in cold blood.’ I replied ‘It
was an accident. I had no reason for shooting him.’ Hope
tried to leave the car after the first shot. Bowie pointed
the revolver at me and tried to shoot me, but the pistol had

jammed. I punched and kicked Bowie in the face. I felt
justified in doing this, because he had just tried to take my
life. I eventually worked my way to the offside [ right ]
door of the car. I was in a position to see Bowie’s service

pistol in a holster. If I had been what the police and public
believed me to be-a coldblooded killed-I could have taken his
pistol and killed him in cold blood, but I did not, because I
am not a killer.”Grant said he got out of the car and picked
up a taxi. Hope, he added, did not know he had the pistol in
his possession when they went into the gaol. He denied that
he had told Hope previously that he would use it if he got
into a jam. Keith George Hope, in evidence, said he first

knew Grant had a pistol when he went with him to the gaol. He
asked him whether it was loaded, and Grant replied that it
was, and that he wanted to do a few hold-ups to get his wife
out of gaol.Mr. Kinkead ( for Hope ): At any time was there
an arrangement to prevent yourselves from being arrested?

Hope: No. Hope added that he thought Grant might shoot him as
the only witness to his crime. He made up his mind to

surrender to the police as soon as Grant was
arrested.Sergeant Brown, ballistics expert, recalled, said
that if the first shot had been fired as indicated by Grant,
with the hands in the position shown by him, the pistol would
have jammed after the first shot, because the hands on the
pistol would have interfered with the movement of the slide
and the ejection of the fired shell.The trial will resume

this morning. Mr. T. S. Crawford, K. C. ( by Mr. F. Cleland )
for the Crown; Mr. Kincaid (by Messrs. J. E. Carruthers and

Co., for Hope; and Mr. A. G. Brindley for Grant.



— The Sydney Morning Herald 11 December 1946
 

GRANT SENTENCED TO DEATH
SYDNEY, Wednesday.

Sidney Grant, who was found guilty by a jury in the Criminal
Court to day of murdering Detective Ahearn on August 11, was
sentenced to death. Keith George Hope, who was presented on
the same charge was found not guilty but he is being held on

other charges.

— The Canberra Times 12 December 1946
 

£1,295 FOR SON OF DETECTIVE

   Civilians and police have contributed £1,294/16/8 to the
fund for the education and future welfare of Max Ahearn, 11,

son of Detective V. D. Ahearn, who was shot dead while
arresting two men at Matraville recently.

Detective Sergeant H. Miller, who is secretary of the fund
said yesterday that the money would be invested in

Commonwealth stock. The Masonic schools would take care of
Max’s education until he was ready to continue his education
at the University. The fund would be used for this higher

education.

— The Sydney Morning Herald 25 March 1947
 

LIFE IMPRISONMENT

SYDNEY, Tuesday—State Cabinet to-day commuted the death
sentence imposed on Sidney Grant, 28, for the shooting of

Detective Ahearn at Matraville on August 11, to life
imprisonment.

— The Canberra Times 11 June 1947
 



£1,428 GIVEN FOR SON OF DETECTIVE

Public subscriptions to the fund for the education of Max
Ahearn, 11, son of Detective Don Ahearn, of North Sydney who
was shot dead in a car at Matraville last September, total

£1,428. Detective-Sergeant H. Miller, of Petersham, who acted
as chairman of the appeal has announced that the fund is

closed. “One thousand pounds has been placed in Commonwealth
war loans and £250 in war savings certificates,” he said. Max

Ahearn will enter a High school soon.

— The Sydney Morning Herald 10 July 1947
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