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Llewellyn James Motherwell
SINGLETON 

AKA JAMES

Late of Albury

New South Wales Police Force

Regd. # ‘Q‘ 6436
For the purposes of this website ‘Q‘ represents those Police
joining between 1 March 1862 ( commencement of NSWPF ) – 23

February 1915 ( Commencement of NSWPF current numbering system
)

Rank:  Probationary Constable – appointed
9 July 1892

?

Final Rank = Superintendent

Stations:  ?, Nymagee, Albury Mounted
Police,

https://australianpolice.com.au/llewellyn-james-motherwell-singleton/
https://australianpolice.com.au/llewellyn-james-motherwell-singleton/


Service:  From 9 July 1892  to  ? ? ? = 
? years Service

Awards:   ?

Born:   ? ? 1871, Albury, NSW

Died on:   Monday 24 February 1913

Age:  42

Cause:   Heart disease

Event location:   ?

Event date:   ?

Funeral date:   ? ? ?

Funeral location:   ?

Wake location:  ?

Funeral Parlour:  ?

Buried at:  Waverley Cemetery,

Grave GPS:  ?

 Memorial located at:   ?
 



https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Llewellyn-James-Motherwell-SINGLETON-02-NSWPF-Died-24-Feb-1913.jpg


 

[alert_yellow] LLEWELYN is NOT mentioned on the Police Wall of
Remembrance[/alert_yellow]  *NEED MORE INFO

  

 
 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Llewellyn-James-Motherwell-SINGLETON-01-NSWPF-Died-24-Feb-1913.jpg


 Funeral location:  TBA

 

 
FURTHER INFORMATION IS NEEDED ABOUT THIS PERSON, THEIR LIFE,

THEIR CAREER AND THEIR DEATH.

PLEASE SEND PHOTOS AND INFORMATION TO Cal

 

 
May they forever Rest In Peace

 

 
Sun (Sydney, NSW : 1910 – 1954), Wednesday 17 January 1912,

page 3

 

GREEN – SINGLETON.

A very quiet wedding was celebrated on Monday evening at St.
John’s Church, Darlinghurst, the contracting parties being Mr.
T. H. Green and Miss Estella Overina Jones Singleton, third
daughter  of  the  late  Superintendent  James  Singleton,  of
Albury, and Mrs. Singleton, of Combooah, Darlinghurst.

The bride wore a pretty cream silk frock, showing a lace
tunic, and a picture hat, and was given away by her brother,
Mr. Llewellyn Singleton.

Her sister, Miss G. Singleton, acted as maid of honor, and Mr.

mailto:CAL@AUSTRALIANPOLICE.COM.AU


John Singleton Ross ( cousin ) was the best man.

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/222007792

* There are a few discrepancies with this entry.
The Grave stone clearly states that the date of death is 24
February 1913 BUT the above article about his 3rd daughter –
Estella Overina Jones SINGLETON getting married, states ” ……
the  late  Superintendent  James  Singleton….”  –  that  article
being dated 17 January 1912.

Daily Telegraph (Sydney, NSW : 1883 – 1930), Saturday 19
December 1896, page 14

PUBLIC SERVICE GAZETTE.

The  following  notifications  were  contained  in  a  special
“Gazette” issued under the Public Service Act:—

APPOINTMENTS.—

Robert Hughes to be clerk of petty sessions and registrar of
the  District  Court  at  Hillston;  First-class  Constable
Llewellyn  James  M.  Singleton  to  act  as  cleric  of  petty
sessions at Nymagee; Constable Stephen Joyce to be acting-
gaoler at Wellington Gaol, and his wife, Ellen Joyce, to be
acting-matron at the same gaol; Joseph Henry Powell to be
bailiff of the warden’s court at Wagga Wagga ; George Pulton
Smyth King to he crown land agent for the metropolitan land
district; Andrew Wilson, as caretaker of the bridge over the
Murray River at Swan-hill; ………

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/238572849

* NOT known if the below relates to the same person who was a
member of the Police:
Mention is made of Llewelyn Singleton of the Royal Hotel,

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/222007792
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/238572849


Newbridge being granted a renewal of a publicans licence in
the Licensing Court on Friday 20 June 1902.
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/64347718
There  is  also  mention  of  Llewelyn  Singleton  of  Newbridge
applying  for,  and  being  granted,  a  renewal  of  Billiard
licencence on Monday 5 January 1903.
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/63816265
The mentioned Llewelyn SINGLETON may very well be his son.

Austin John MULLER
18/05/2019

Austin John MULLER
aka  John

 

New South Wales Police Force

Regd. #   ‘Q‘9537

For the purposes of this website ‘Q‘ represents those Police
joining between 1 March 1862 ( commencement of NSWPF ) – 23

February 1915 ( Commencement of NSWPF current numbering system
)

 

Rank:  Constable

 

Stations:  ?, Stroud, Gloucester – Death

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/64347718
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/63816265
https://australianpolice.com.au/austin-john-muller/


 

Service:  From  18 September 1912  to  31 January 1913 = 4+
months Service

 

Awards:  ? No find on It’s An Honour

 

Born:  4 February 1890 – “Allandale”, near Gunning, NSW

Died on:   Friday  31 January 1913

Place of death:   Manning River District Hospital, Taree

Cause:  Enteric Fever

Length of illness:  5 weeks

Age:  22 – 4 days before his 23rd birthday ( Not married )

 

Funeral date:  1 February 1913

Austin John MULLER – Death Cert.

 

Funeral location:  ?

Buried at:  Dawson River Cemetery ( known at Taree General,
Off Landsdown Rd, Taree, NSW

Anglican Section,  Row 14 / 4

 

 Memorial at:  St Edmunds Church of England, Gunning, NSW
Gift of Bishops Chair to St Edmunds Church of England, Gunning

NSW by his mother Rose

http://emedicine.medscape.com/article/231135-overview
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Austin-John-MULLER-Death-Cert..pdf


Died Taree January 21st 1913   Aged 23 years  
They will be done   In memory of Constable
Austin John MULLER

 

AUSTIN is NOT mentioned on the Police Wall of Remembrance 
*NEED MORE INFO

 

 Funeral location:  ?

FURTHER INFORMATION IS NEEDED ABOUT THIS PERSON, THEIR LIFE,
THEIR CAREER AND THEIR DEATH.

PLEASE SEND PHOTOS AND INFORMATION TO Cal

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Austin-John-MULLER-Police-died-31-Jan-1913-Grave.jpg
mailto:CAL@AUSTRALIANPOLICE.COM.AU
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1890
New

South
Wales

18 Sep
1912

3043 [8/3253] –

NSW Birth Certificate

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Austin-John-MULLER-04-Police-died-31-Jan-1913.jpg


 

Memorial  at:  St  Edmunds  Church  of  England,
Gunning, NSW
Gift of Bishops Chair to St Edmunds Church of
England, Gunning NSW by his mother Rose Muller.
Inscription:
To the Glory of God
In memory on
Constable John MULLEN
Given by his mother

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Austin-John-MULLER-05-Police-died-31-Jan-1913.jpg


Memorial  at:  St  Edmunds  Church  of  England,
Gunning, NSW
Gift of Bishops Chair to St Edmunds Church of
England, Gunning NSW by his mother Rose

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Austin-John-MULLER-06-Police-died-31-Jan-1913.jpg


Death  Notice:  Goulburn  Evening  Penny  Post
Tuesday 4 February 1913
GUNNING
( From Our Correspondent. )
I  regret  to  report  the  sad  death  of  John
Muller, second youngest son of mr. and Mrs. A.
F. L. Muller, of Allandale, near Gunning.
The young fellow, who was within a day or two
of  being  23  years  of  age,  had  only  quite
recently left his home to join the police in
Sydney, and from there was sent to Stroud,
thence  to  Gloucester.  Word  was  later  on
received that he was ill with typhoid fever in
the Taree Hospital, where he died on Friday
last.  His  mother  was  with  him  during  the
greater part of his illness, and with one of
his sisters saw him pass away. Much sympathy is
felt for the bereaved family.

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Austin-John-MULLER-03-Police-died-31-Jan-1913.jpg


John William MURPHY
18/05/2019

 John William MURPHY

New South Wales Police Force
 

Regd. # ‘Q ‘ 7436

For the purposes of this website ‘Q‘ represents those Police
joining between 1 March 1862 ( commencement of NSWPF ) – 23

February 1915 ( Commencement of NSWPF current numbering system
)

 

Rank:  Plain Clothes Constable ( 11 years )

 

Stations:  Newcastle ( all his service )

 

Service:  From  20 December 1899  to  7 September 1913 = 14
years

 

Awards:  ?

 

Born:  ? ? 1870

 

Event: Tuesday 2 September & Wednesday 3 September 1913

https://australianpolice.com.au/john-william-murphy/


Died on:  Sunday  7 September 1913

Cause:  pneumonia

Age:  41

 

Funeral date:  5.30am, Monday  8 September 1913

Funeral location:  Sandgate Cemetery, 116 Maitland Rd,
Sandgate, NSW

 

Buried at:  Roman Catholic portion of Sandgate Cemetery

Catholic 1 Portion, Section 13, Lot 11

 

Location of Grave:  [codepeople-post-map]

Unmarked grave of Cst John William MURPHY –
NSWPF # ‘Q’ 7436



GPS:  -32.87081693341898   151.70432472502705

Grave Map:  
https://www.google.com/maps/place/32%C2%B052’14.9%22S+151%C2%B
042’15.6%22E/@-32.8707968,151.7041304,101m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m4!3
m3!8m2!3d-32.870806!4d151.704337?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi

4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D

 

NSW Death Registration # 13497/1913

JOHN is NOT mentioned on the Police Wall of Remembrance   *BUT
SHOULD BE

 

 

 Newcastle Morning Herald & Miner’s
Advocate                             Monday  8 September

1913                        page 5 of 8

CONSTABLE JOHN MURPHY.   DEATH IN HOSPITAL.

Plain-clothes Constable John Murphy died in the Newcastle
Hospital at half-past five yesterday morning, after a short
illness. On Thursday he was admitted to the hospital suffering
from an attack of pneumonia. His condition was very serious,
and but little hope was held out of his recovery.

Forty-one years of age, Plain-clothes Constable Murphy had had
about fourteen years’ service in the police force, during all
of which he was stationed at Newcastle, and he had been doing
plain-clothes duty for about eleven years.

A smart, capable detective, he was associated as a plain-
clothes constable for over eight years with Senior-detective
McHattie, and during that time those officers did some very

https://www.google.com/maps/place/32%C2%B052'14.9%22S+151%C2%B042'15.6%22E/@-32.8707968,151.7041304,101m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m4!3m3!8m2!3d-32.870806!4d151.704337?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/32%C2%B052'14.9%22S+151%C2%B042'15.6%22E/@-32.8707968,151.7041304,101m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m4!3m3!8m2!3d-32.870806!4d151.704337?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/32%C2%B052'14.9%22S+151%C2%B042'15.6%22E/@-32.8707968,151.7041304,101m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m4!3m3!8m2!3d-32.870806!4d151.704337?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/32%C2%B052'14.9%22S+151%C2%B042'15.6%22E/@-32.8707968,151.7041304,101m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m4!3m3!8m2!3d-32.870806!4d151.704337?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


creditable work in clearing up some forgeries and big railway
robberies. He was also associated for a time with Plain-
clothes Constable (now Detective) Ramsay.

Since the transfer of First-class Detective Surridge from
Sydney to Newcastle, ten months ago, Plain-clothes Constable
Murphy had been working with him, and they were instrumental
in clearing up a number of serious and minor offences. He was
popular with his colleagues, and particularly well liked by
those with whom he came into immediate contact ; and his good-
nature was well-known. On many occasions he has put his hand
in his pocket to help even those who had come within the reach
of the law. He was also popular with the public, and his death
will be regretted by a large circle of friends.

His last duty was with Detective Surridge on Tuesday and
Wednesday nights last attending to certain offences that had
been committed between Hornsby and Newcastle, necessitating
both officers spending two nights in the bush. He complained
on Thursday morning of feeling ill on the return journey to
Newcastle, and later in the day he was ordered into the
hospital.

His father is Mr. Edward Murphy, a grazier, of Collingwood
station, Murrumburrah, to whom telegrams have been forwarded.
His sister, Mrs. F. Cooper, and her husband arrived at
Newcastle yesterday from Sydney.

The funeral will leave the Newcastle Hospital at twenty
minutes to three o’clock this afternoon for the Roman Catholic
portion of the Sandgate Cemetery. The district police will be
present, and Mr. Day, the Inspector- General, last night gave
his sanction for the Police Band from Sydney to attend if the
members could be notified in time for them to catch the train
this morning.

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/137026937

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/137026937


 

Newcastle Morning Herald & Miner’s
Advocate                             Tuesday  9 September

1913                        page 4 of 8

LATE CONSTABLE MURPHY. THE FUNERAL.

The funeral of Constable John Murphy, who died in the
Newcastle Hospital at an early hour on Sunday morning took
place yesterday afternoon from the hospital, and the large
attendance was a tribute to the deceased’s popularity.

The procession, which attracted hundreds of people along the
line of march, proceeded by way of Telford-street, Hunter
street, Extended, and Watt-street, to the railway station.

The Newcastle and district police, under Acting Superintendent
Banks and Sub-inspector McHardy, to the number of nearly 100,
headed the procession, then came the hearse and the general
public. The length of the procession may be estimated when it
is stated that the front portion had turned into Watt-street
before the rear had reached the municipal jubilee memorial in
the park.

The pall-bearers were Senior Detective McHattie, Detective
Surridge, and Constables A. Roberts and G. Ferguson. Wreaths
were sent by Miss Zoe Brady, Mr. Myer Cohen, Mr. and Mrs. E.
W. Hough, Mr. and Mrs. J McHattie, Mr. Banfield, Mr. and Mrs.
Howden, Mr. and. Mrs. J. Probert, Mr. E. W. Bearby, and the
Newcastle and sub-district police. The police also sent a
beautiful wreath of immortelles.

The chief mourner was Mrs. Cooper, a sister of deceased. At
the graveside, the Rev. Father M Keenan, of St. Mary’s,
Newcastle, conducted the service, which was of a most
impressive character, the deceased being buried with all the



rites of the Roman Catholic Church.

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/137022758

 

The Maitland Daily Mercury ( NSW )                Saturday  13
September 1913     page 6 of 12

Constable T. Ryan who for some time has been lockup-keeper at
Wallsend, has been appointed to the plain-clothes branch of
the Newcastle police, in succession to the late Constable John
Murphy. By the way, it is stated as a sad circumstance in
connection with the death of the popular officer named, that
he was to have been married on the date of his demise.

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/120458401

 

This man is NOT recorded on the Police Memorial system,
Canberra, but it is apparent, from reading these two articles,
that the man contracted pneumonia from direct exposure over
two nights in the bush in order to capture offenders.

He returns to his station on the 3rd day, and is directed to
hospital where he dies three days later from pneumonia.

That sounds like a duty related death under those
circumstances to me.

 

Cal

25 March 2014 ( 100 years later. )

Updated 1 March 2025 – still NOT mentioned on the National

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/137022758
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/120458401


Police Wall of Remembrance.

 

Edwin Stuart HICKEY
18/05/2019

Edwin Stuart HICKEY
New South Wales Police Force

Sergeant 2nd Class

Officer In Charge – Pymble Police Station

Shot – Murdered

Pitt Water Rd, St Ives

Joined NSW Police Force in 1881 or 1891

Died  1 May, 1913

52 old

Funeral date:  ?

https://australianpolice.com.au/edwin-stuart-hickey/


Sergeant Edwin Hickey ( 1913 )
Photo supplied by Val Fearby

The sergeant was shot to death at the Sydney suburb of St Ives
while trying to arrest an offender named Brown on warrants. On
the  day  of  his  death  the  sergeant  and  Constable  Barclay
attended the offender’s home and while inside the dwelling,
told Brown he was under arrest. He began to resist violently
before drawing a revolver and shooting Sergeant Hickey three
times. The offender made good his escape however was arrested
a short time later by Constable Barclay. The sergeant’s wounds
unfortunately proved to be severe and he died a short time

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/constable-norman-thomas-allen-constable-ernest-andrews/sergeant-edwin-hickey-1913/


later at the Royal North Shore Hospital. The offender’s son
was also shot in the arm during the incident.

 

The sergeant was born in 1861 and joined the New South Wales
Police Force on 29 October, 1881. At the time of his death he
was stationed at Pymble.

 

[blockquote]Hickey has been in charge of the Pymble Police
Station for over twenty five years

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/102941208?searchTerm=%
22police%20sergeant%20kill%22&searchLimits=[/blockquote]

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/102941208?searchTerm=%22police%20sergeant%20kill%22&searchLimits=
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/102941208?searchTerm=%22police%20sergeant%20kill%22&searchLimits=


Edwin Stuart HICKEY – Grave
St John’s ( Anglican ) Cemetery, 754 Pacific Hwy,
Gordon, NSW.
Ref: CC17

 

CENTRAL CRIMINAL COURT.  ( pre murder criminal history )

Thomas Edwin Brown, assaulting a bailiff in the execution of
his duty.

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Edwin-Stuart-HICKEY-NSWPF-Shot-Grave-1-2014.jpg


The Sydney Morning Herald  Friday 2 June 1911  page 4 of 14

ACTION STRUCK OUT. INJUNCTION TO RESTRAIN GRANTED. SYDNEY.

Friday. ( 19 April 1912 )

There was brought before Justice Simpson in the Common Law
Chambers to-day a case in which Thomas Edward Brown, of St.
Ives, near Gordon, made claim for £20,000 against a big list
of  defendants,  including  the  Attorney-General  (Mr.  Wade,
M.L.A.), several Supreme Court judges, most of the stipendiary
magistrates, the Inspector-Generol (sic) of Police; and the
Kuringai  Shire  Council.  Plaintiff  complained  that  various
legal proceedings had been maliciously used against him, and,
that  he  had  been  deprived  of  legal  rights.  Counsel
representing defendants asked that plaintiff’s   declaration
be struck out, and that plaintiff be restrained from further
proceedings of a like character against them.   It was pointed
out that Justice Ferguson had previously struck out an action
by plaintiff against some of the present defendants.

Justice Simpson granted the application and the injunction as
asked for on behalf of the defendants.

Examiner ( Launceston, Tasmania )  Saturday 20 April 1912 
Page 8 of 12

 

 

A SHOOTING TRAGEDY.

SERGEANT OF POLICE KILLED,

AN ARREST MADE.  

SYDNEY, May 1. ( Thursday )

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/15224553?
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/50647908?
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/50647908?


A police official was the victim of a shooting tragedy which
took place this morning at St. Ives, an orchadists settlement
on the north coast railway line.

It appears, that Sergeant Hickey, who for upwards of 20 years
has  been  in  charge  of  the  police-station  at  Pymble,
accompanied by Constable Barclay,   proceeded to the residence
of Thomas Edwin Brown an orchardist residing on Pitt water-
road, St. Ives. The mission of the police was to arrest Brown
on two   commitment warrants. One warrant, it is stated, was
in connection with the   non-payment of costs in an appeal
case, and the other is related to the non-payment of a small
fine and costs in connection with a traffic summons case.

The police found the man they were looking for in his orchard,
where he was working with his sons. They indicated to him the
nature of their business, and   then invited Sergeant Hickey
and his companion up to the house, and, turning to one of his
sons, said, “You had better come, too.” They all went to
Brown’s   residence on the opposite side of the orchard.

Brown  and  his  son  entered  the  door,  followed  by  Sergeant
Hickey, with Constable Barclay in the rear. Barclay states
that no sooner had they got inside than Brown, sen., without
warning,   produced  a  revolver,  and  fired  point  blank  at
Sergeant Hickey. He fired altogether four shots. Three of them
took effect in  the Sergent altogether and in the scuffle
which immediately followed a fourth shot lodged in the arm of
Brown’s son, who had intervened to prevent further shooting.

Sergeant Hickey fell to the floor, and never spoke.

Constable Barclay immediately ran for assistance, and he met
two men named Rogers and McIntosh, and told them what had
happened. They ran down to   Brown’s house, and then they
found Sergeant Hickey lying on the floor in an unconscious
condition. They conveyed him to the local police station, and
he was quickly conveyed to the Royal North Shore Hospital, but



be died a few   minutes after admission.

Later young Brown who also had been shot, was brought to the
institution, and admitted with a bullet wound in his arm.

After informing the two men, Rogers, and McIntosh, of the
shooting, Constable Barclay discovered that Brown, sen., had  
left the house, and was down the Gordon road. He went in
pursuit, and, finding Brown, covered him with his revolver,
and ordered him to surrender and to throw up his arms. Brown
surrendered  quietly,  and  Constable  Barclay,  finding,  by
searching him, that Brown was not then in the possession of
firearms, arrested and escorted him to North Sydney, where he
was locked up on a charge of shooting.

The late Sergeant Hickey was a greatly esteemed officer. He
was on the eve of   retiring from the service, which he joined
in 1891.

The Mercury ( Hobart, Tasmania )  Friday 2 May 1913  Page 5 of
8

 

Police Sergeant Shot.

An Orchard Tragedy

SYDNEY, May 1.

A shocking tragedy was enacted at St. Ives this morning. In
attempting to serve two committment, warrants an an orchardist
residing at Pymble, Sergeant Edward Hickey was fired on, and
so badly wounded that he died shortly after admission to the
hospital.

The man who to alleged to have done the shooting has a large-
sized orchard off Pittwater Road, St. Ives, which runs from

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/10283510?#pstart883043
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/10283510?#pstart883043


Pymble right through to Pittwater. He has been associated a
good  deal  with  law  matters,  and  although  regarded  as  an
eccentric, has never been looked upon as being dangerous or
likely to be subject to outbursts of violence. He is alleged
to have produced   a revolver and fired four shots.   Three of
the bullets lodged in Hickey’s body, and he fell to the ground
mortally wounded.

Constable Barclay went in search of the orchardist, and having
secured  him,  handcuffed  him,  and  took  him  to  the  police
station. Later on he was brought down to the North Sydney
Police Station, and charged with murder. He gave his name as
Thomas Edwin Brown.

Cairns Post ( Qld ) Friday 2 May 1913  Page 5 of 8

 

 

The Clarence and Richmond Examiner of 17 May, 1913 printed the
following article relating to the inquest into the sergeant’s
death.

SYDNEY, Thursday — An inquest was commenced concerning the
shooting of Sergeant Hickey at St Ives. Thomas Edwin Brown,
who was charged with murder, was present in custody. Constable
Barclay deposed that Sergeant Hickey informed Brown that he
had two commitment warrants and that unless Brown paid the
money  he  would  place  him  under  arrest  and  convey  him  to
Darlinghurst Gaol. Brown remarked that warrants were illegal
and as witness reached the dining-room door of Brown’s house
the  latter  said,  “Go  back,  you  can’t  come  in  here;  it’s
illegal. Sergeant Hickey closed with Brown, who immediately
fired three shots at him. Witness drew a revolver and stated
that unless Brown put his hands up he would put a hole through
him and Brown put them up, at the same time remarking, “I’m

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/39933050?#pstart3877610


sorry, I am prepared to die.” When asked why he shot Sergeant
Hickey he replied that he was driven to it. The Coroner found
that  the  deceased  died  from  a  revolver  wound  feloniously
inflicted on him by Brown who was committed for trial on a
charge of murdering him.

 

 

THE ST. IVES TRAGEDY.

BROWN APPEALS FOR BAIL.  

THE APPLICATION REFUSED.

Sydney, Wednesday Afternoon.  ( 14 January 1914 )   

Thomas Edward Brown, charged with the murder last year at St.
Ives of Sergeant Hickey, made application this morning, to Mr.
Justice  Gordon  in  the  Supreme  Court  for  bail.  Brown  has
already been tried once, but a new trial was granted by the
High Court, and has now been in gaol nine months.

Mr. d’Apice appeared for the Crown to oppose the application,
and Brown appeared in person.  Brown said he would like the
application to stand over until later in the day, as on coming
to the court he had met some of his children and had been
considerably upset.

His Honor refused to grant any adjournment.

Brown then submitted that bail should be granted, so that he
might have the fullest opportunity of preparing, his defence. 
He had been placed in the section of the gaol allotted to
murderers.

His  Honor  said,  the  Crown  case  was  thoroughly  known;
therefore, it was much easier for the accused to prepare his



reply in the second case. Even if the Crown consented, his
Honor said he did not know that he should consent to the
prisoner’s release.  He therefore, refused the application.

Mr d’Apice said the gaol authorities would give the prisoner
every opportunity   for the preparation of his defence.

The prisoner, was then recommitted to gaol and removed in
custody.

Barrier Miner ( Broken Hill, NSW )  Thursday  15 January 1914 
page 6 of 8

 

NEW SOUTH WALES

RECENT CASE REVIVED.

SYDNEY. April 27.

Thomas Edwin Brown, of St Ives,  orchardist, who was recently
acquitted on a charge of having murdered by shooting Police
Sergeant Hickey, has been adjudged insane by a special court
of   inquiry. He has consequently been ordered to be detained
in an Asylum.  Notice of appeal has been given on Brown’s
behalf.

The Brisbane Courier ( Qld )  Tuesday  28 April 1914  Page 7
of 10

 

QUESTION OF SANITY  

THE BROWN CASE.  

DEEMED TO BE INSANE.
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A special Court to consider the question of the sanity of
Thomas Edwin Brown, of St. Ives, who was acquitted at the
Central Criminal Court last month on a charge of having  
murdered  Sergeant  Hickey,  but  who  was    detained  on  his
release on a charge of insanity, was held at the Reception
House at Darlinghurst on several days this month. Mr. J. 
McKensey, deputy stipendiary magistrate, presided, and at the
final sitting on Saturday last, Brown was deemed to be insane.

The exhibits in the case consisted of a number of voluminous
documents, in the     majority of which Brown mentioned
grievances which he considered that he had. One of these was a
petition  addressed  to  Lord  Chelmsford,  asking  for  the
appointment of a Royal Commission to inquire into his case. 
It  consisted  of  10  pages  of  typewritten  matter,  and  was
forwarded on March 18, 1912.   In it Brown said that the legal
process of the State was denied to him, and that he intended
to protect himself, family, and property from injury by “these
blackmailers of the Crown.” He also went on to say that he
would not be responsible for any consequences of his acts,
“but will claim to be exonerated from blame from this date
during this state of siege, irrespective of evidence taken, as
they now concoct evidence for an excuse to punish with, for
any act which may be done in a mistaken apprehension of danger
or otherwise.”

Mr. Garland, K.C., instructed by Mr. Robinson, appeared on
behalf of the Crown; and Mr. Ralston, K.C., instructed by Mr.
McElhone, on behalf of Brown.

Dr. Palmer, First Government Medical Officer at Sydney, said
that  he  had  known  Brown  since  May  2  last  year,  and  had
frequent opportunities of observing him and conversing with
him. “I am of the opinion that he is insane,” said the doctor.
“For the purpose of making a certificate to that effect I
examined  him  separately.  His  form  of  insanity  is  called
paranoia, or systematised delusions. In my opinion the only
proper care and control of a person so suffering is to be had



in an institution. The chief characteristic of that variety of
insanity  is  that  the  person  suffering  is  potentially
homicidal. For the sake of others, as well as   himself, he
should be detained in an institution.”

In answer to Mr. Ralston, witness said that Brown had been
tried three times for murder, but the Crown or anyone else did
not raise the question of his sanity. He was of the opinion of
his examination of Brown was right that he would not get
better. His insanity might become modified, and perhaps take
on a different form. He was sound physically, and had never
complained of sickness.   The delusion he suffered from was
that a combination of public officials was persecuting him.

Dr. Andrew Davidson said that he had had a large experience in
mental cases, and for three years was medical superintendent
at Callan Park Asylum. He had seen Brown on a number of
occasions, and was of the opinion that he was suffering from
chronic systematised insanity. His form of insanity was one
that  generally  became  worse.  In  certain  cases  it  was
dangerous. “The fact   that Brown was arrested for being
insane would not necessarily worry him,” said the doctor. “A
sane individual would, to a certain extent, be worried. He
does not wear   such a worried expression now as he did.”

Dr. Eric Sinclair, Inspector-General of Insane for 16 years,
said that he had seen Brown, and also some of the letters
which he had written, and was of the opinion that he was
insane. “The probabilities that his delusions will continue
are very strong, indeed,” said witness. “As far as we know
medically, they will continue, but one hesitates to say for
certaln what will happen in the future. If it were proved that
his delusions have disappeared now, it is obvious that he is
not insane at the present time. Assuming on April 2, that
Brown had informed Dr. Palmer that he was going to America, as
he could not get justice here, I would be inclined to consider
that  was  an  indication  that  the  delusions  had  not
disappeared.”



Dr. Chisholm Ross said that after seeing Brown and some of the
documents written by him, he should say that the man thought
that he was being persecuted. “I say that, if he was not
insane,  he  was  preparing  for  persecutionary  paranoia,”
continued the doctor. “Cases of this disease are persistent,
and as a rule persons suffering from it recover very rarely,
if  at  all.  If  not  under  restraint  they  are  a  danger  to
themselves and others.”

In reply to Mr. Ralston, Dr. Ross said that he had been
dealing with mental cases for 30 years. He gave a certificate
that Brown was a fit subject for examination. He did not give
a certificate of his insanity. He had not seen any indication
in Brown of paranoia, or any other form of insanity. He was
unable to give a certificate that Brown was insane.

Drs. Alfred Walter Campbell and George Edward Ronnie declared
that Brown was insane.

David Ross Jamieson, Acting Under-Secretary in the Department
of Justice, said that Brown called on him at his office, and
said  that  he  wished  to  make  a  complaint  about  the
administration of justice. He handed witness a document, and,
when it was returned to him he (Brown) said “I can’t get
justice  from  anybody;  the  Judges  won’t  hear  me;    the
Stipendiary  Magistrates  won’t  hear  me;  and  the  Chamber
Magistrates  will  not  issue  process  for  me.  I  can’t  get
assistance or protection from the police, and am in fear. I
have a weapon and will have to use It.” He was told to
complain to the Inspector-General of Police if the police
refused to assist him, and he left the room.

Evidence for the Crown having closed, Mr. Ralston submitted
that Brown was illegally before the Court, as he had been
illegally   arrested, and that there was no evidence adduced
to prove that Brown was found under circumstances indicating
that he was likely to commit some offence against the Law. He
considered that the inquiry was a nullity, and that Brown



should be discharged.

Mr. McKensey said that it was not for him to decide whether
Brown was legally or illegally arrested, and overruled the
objection.

On behalf of Brown, Dr. Richard Arthur said that he had a
conversation with Brown which lasted an hour and a half, and
he saw no signs of mental aberration after he had used a
number of methods to prove his mental unsoundness. He had
heard some of the documents read, and he still adhered to his
opinion. The statements made were severe, but they were not in
any way exceptional.

Dr. Sydney Jamieson said that when he saw Brown on March 30 he
mentioned the question of his having the idea that he was
being persecuted, and his attempts to stop those supposed
persecutions, but Brown laughed and treated it as a matter of
levity. He said: “It is quite true, I signed those documents.”
He was then asked by witness if he still thought that he was
being persecuted, and he replied: “I wouldn’t say that, but I
think that at the time I was very much upset, and my views on
what  I  then  wrote  are  different  now.”  “I  could  find  no
evidence of insanity,” said the doctor.

To Mr. Garland, witness said: “The impression he left with me
was that at one time he had seriously entertained these views
but that his subsequent experience had modified them; that
accumulated experience had altered his views. If a man starts
an action against 62 persons as Brown did it is evidence of
wild notion. Whether it is paranoia or not depends on whether
it is founded on delusion or fact. If his charges against all
these officials and sects are baseless then he is a paranoic.
I found no evidence of it in my examination. If I knew that
the  charges  he  made  against  the  late  Chief  Justice  (Sir
Frederick Darley) and others were baseless I would admit that
he is a paranoic.”



Dr. J. B. Nash said that he examined Brown, and could find
nothing mentally wrong with him, and the documents read did
not alter his opinion in the slightest. He had not examined
any paranoic that he knew of.

Dr. A. Murray Oram said that after an examination of Brown he
could not say that he was insane. It was quite possible that
Brown had paranoia, “I say he was not sane in March, 1913,
when he drew the document up,” concluded the doctor.

Thomas Henley, M.L.A., said that he had known Brown for 20
years, and had never detected any evidences of insanity.

Peter  Christian  Bjornstad,  Acting  Superintendent  at  the
Reception  House,  said  that    Brown  now  appeared  to  be
perfectly  normal.

Dr. A. C. Cahill, called by the Bench, said that he was unable
to certify as to Brown’s sanity or insanity because Brown
declined to converse on subjects which would throw a light on
his mental condition. When Brown wrote the passages charging
the late Chief Justice and others with conspiracy, he was
suffering from paranoia, a complaint which generally tended to
get worse.

Dr. W. W. J. O’Rielly said that he had known Brown for 18
years and he had always acted as a sane man.

Dr. A. E. Perkins, on affirmation, said that he had examined
Brown and considered that he was sane.

James  Weymark,  a  wholesale  fruiterer  said  that  he  had
transacted business for Brown for a number of years and had
never detected any signs of insanity.

Brown, sworn, said: “I would like to say a lot. The Crown drew
the inference when the documents were being read, that because
I asked that one of them be continued, I still persisted in my
opinions; but that I deny. The statements made in those  



documents were written under circumstances which would make
them excusable, considering that I was not well-educated and
had to seek the assistance of others. I was not conversant
with the meaning of all the words. I meant by ‘conspiracy’ a
succession of acts which caused me to be   imprisoned. Those
acts were, upon appeal to the High Court, ruled to be illegal.
In the language of those documents describing the various
sects, I had no intention to have it believed that that was so
in the   generally-accepted expression of the term. But what I
really meant to show was that persons of each of the orders or
sects had taken part in this matter in which I had appealed.
The same descriptions of persons have repeatedly assisted me
in my   troubles. These documents were written at a time when
I was in great trouble. I was constantly being arrested. My
house was being searched by day and by night, and often when I
left home to go to the market I would be arrested and put in
gaol. The matters I have complained of were, briefly, the
result of judgments of the various Courts which have since
been upset on appeal.

Through the experience I have gained since I have been in
prison, I am convinced that my proceedings were altogether
wrong and unwarranted.”

Brown then narrated his experiences since he was arrested on
the lunacy charge, and outlined his actions in the Courts.

After other evidence was given and addresses by counsel, Mr.
McKensey said: “I am satisfied that Brown is insane and is not
under proper care and control, and is a proper person to be
taken  charge  of  and  detained  under  care  and  treatment.  I
therefore direct that Brown be removed to the Hospital for
Insane, at Parramatta.”

The Sydney Morning Herald  Wednesday 29 April 1914  Page 11 of
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THE PREVENTION OF MADNESS

The extraordinary divergence of medical opinion as to the
sanity or insanity of Thomas Edwin Brown, who was charged with
having murdered Constable(sic) Hickey, and was acquitted, but
afterwards detained on grounds of insanity, cannot be passed
over without comment. The evidence of no less than 13 doctors
was taken in the case; and the conclusion of six of them was
completely opposed to the conclusion of the other seven.’ We
offer no judgment on the result the magistrate appears to have
been convinced that those who said that Brown was suffering
from a dangerous delusion were right, and the man goes   back
into detention. But what we do say is that it is high time
that  the  medical  men  of  this  country  were  given  such  a
training in the diagnosis of madness that such a conflict of
evidence should in future be put almost beyond the bounds of
possibility. The public, in a case of this sort, does not know
which set of doctors was right; it has not the knowledge to
enable it to form an opinion on that point. What it does want
is the assurance that its medical men will in future obtain
such training in this important department of modern medicine
as will make impossible the occurrence of any of the terrible
mistakes for which the absence of such training leaves only
too obvious an opening.

The men who have upon them the responsibility of deciding
whether  a  citizen  is  sane  or  insane  get  very  little
preparation for that responsibility. Indeed, there is not a
single clinic in Australia where they could get a thorough
training in this branch of medicine if they wished to. There
are numerous schools where students in other countries are
obtaining this experience, in hospitals at Berlin, Vienna,
Genoa, Kiel, Glossen, at Michigan University, at the Johns
Hopkins  Hospital,  at  Baltimore,  and  elsewhere.  But  the   
Australian student, whose duty it will be in general practice
to recognise the early mental or nervous symptoms of insanity,



is practically without opportunity of qualifying himself to do
so. That is simply because we are not sufficiently abreast of
modern medicine to have   provided institutions where the
prevention of insanity is carried on, and can be studied. The
cure of insanity might not be a department of medicine at all,
for all the attention that is paid to it within the borders of
New South Wales. Every medical man knows of the progress that
has been made in the treatment of insanity elsewhere; how
special hospitals and homes have been established for the
treatment  of  it  in  the  earlier  stages,  when  it  is  often
perfectly preventable; how an international committee has been
formed to advance the knowledge and treatment of the curable
insanity; how special branches of the outpatient departments
of more than one of the London hospitals have been established
to deal with it. In Australia, except in a very few cases,
insanity cannot be treated until it has reached a stage at
which treatment is no longer of much use. In one or two
institutions founded for another purpose an attempt is being
made, mainly through the energy of individual officials, to
separate and cure the early stages of insanity. But there is
no organised attempt to prevent insanity, and no school where
the medical student can learn to recognise it. In a good many
cases it really rests in the first instance with the police
whether  the  patient  may  or  may  not  receive  the  necessary
treatment. This, it has been cynically remarked, is perhaps,
after all, just as well. The average policeman does have some
opportunity of seeing early cases of   insanity; the average
medical student does not.

The Sydney Morning Herald  Thursday  30 April 1914  Page 10 of
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(SECOND SESSION.)

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES POLICE DEPARTMENT.

(ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1913.)

Printed under No. 3 Report from Printing Committee, 13 August,
1914

Four (4) constables were discharged on gratuities amounting to
£607   10s., and gratuities amounting to £2,192 18s. 4d. were
awarded to the widows of seven (7) members of the Force, in
addition to which £94 was allowed for funeral expenses. In the
case of the widow of the late Senior-sergeant Edwin S. Hickey,
who was killed in the execution of his duty, a pension of £125
per annum was granted for six (six) years, at the end of which
period the case will be reconsidered.
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