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Police Dog TITAN

New South Wales Police Force

Died  23 December 2004

Murdered – stabbed
 

Police Dog TITAN – stabbed to
death during a siege at Seven
Hills, NSW.

https://australianpolice.com.au/police-dog-titan/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Police-Dog-TITAN-NSWPF-Died-23-December-2004.jpg


Police Dog Titan. (Beychief Magic Return) Titan was tragically
stabbed to death during a siege at Seven Hills, December 23rd,
2004.

His slaying caused new laws to be passed giving higher prison
sentences  for  killing  or  injuring  Police  Service  Animals.
Titan‘s handler was Snr Const Sean McDowell.

http://www.beychief.com/in-memory-killed-in-the-l.asp

 

 
 

 

Police Dog Memorial – Thamoor NSW

 

http://www.beychief.com/in-memory-killed-in-the-l.asp
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Police-Dog-Memorial-Thamoor-NSW.jpg


Ode’ to Police Dogs – Will we leave a pawprint ?

Ronald John FOSTER
17/10/2014

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Ode-to-Police-Dogs-Will-we-leave-a-pawprint.jpg
https://australianpolice.com.au/ronald-john-foster/


Ronald John FOSTER

aka  Ron Foster
Husband of Audrey FOSTER ( R.I.P. 2023 )

 

Redfern Police Academy Class # 063

New South Wales Police Force

Regd #  8235
 

Rank:  Commenced Training at Redfern Police Academy on Monday 
26 September 1955? ( 1 month, 12 days at the Academy )( aged

20 years, 7 months, 24 days )

Probationary Constable – appointed 7 November 1955 ( aged 20
years, 9 months, 5 days )

Constable – appointed ? ? ?

Constable 1st Class – appointed ? ? ?

Senior Constable – appointed 7 November 1966 ( South Coast
District )

Sergeant 3rd Class – appointed 1 March 1972

Sergeant 2nd Class – appointed 1 December 1978

Sergeant 1st Class – appointed 13 November 1981

Inspector – appointed 20 August 1986

Chief Inspector – appointed 13 July 1988 – retirement

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/audrey-jean-foster/


Stations:  ?, Shellharbour Police Stn ( Cst 1/c ), South Coast
District ( 1966 ), ?, Port Kembla, ?, O.I.C. Cronulla ( Insp
)( 1986 ), Division Commander – Warilla Patrol ( C/Insp.)(

1988 ) – Retirement

 

Service:   From  Monday  26 September 1955? to  ? ? ?  = ??
years Service

 

Awards:  No Find on It’s An Honour

 

Born:   Saturday  2 February 1935

Died on:   Tuesday  7 September 2004 – about 9pm

Cause of death:  Illness – Leukaemia – Cancer

Age:  69 years, 6 months, 18 days

Location:  at home surrounded by family

 

Funeral date:   Saturday  11 September 2004

Funeral location: TBA

Buried at: TBA

Memorial location: TBA

 

RON is NOT mentioned on the Police Wall of Remembrance

* Need more info



Funeral location:  TBA

Over the weeks leading up to Ron’s death,
he sent out a message for all of his
mates and friends to go and visit him at
his home, with Audrey, at Albion Park.
Over the following weeks, many people turned up and had you
not known that he was terminally ill with the Leukaemia, you
just wouldn’t have thought he was sick.  He was constantly
talking and laughing with his friends, but sadly, the energy
burned out a little too much and he became very week and
eventually succumbed to the Leukaemia and left us in very
quick time.

Ron was a truly lovely bloke and boss and was a pleasure to
work with or for.

May the old boy be up there and forever Rest In Peace.



Bob ‘Lep’ BURRAGE # 10334 with Ron FOSTER #
8235  on  Tuesday  31  August  2004  –  one  week
before Ron passed away. Photo taken by Cal

 







Audrey FOSTER & Ron FOSTER – Friday 6 September
1985 – Warilla Police Social at Berrima Wool
Shed, Berrima, NSW      Photo taken by Cal

 

1968 – 1969

Parliament of NSW

Report of the Police Department

p23

BRIEF FACTS OF ACTS OF BRAVERY BY POLICE

The facts, briefly, associated with acts of bravery performed
by Police during the year 1967 are as set out hereunder.

8.   On 27th March, 1967, Senior-Constable Ronald John Foster
and Constable Robert Edgar Layton rescued three youths from a
cliff face at Macquarie Pass and recovered the body of a
fourth who had suffered fatal injuries in a fall from the
cliff.

annual_report_archive_1967-1 – document.pdf

 

Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney,
NSW : 1901 – 2001), Friday 12 August 1988 (No.132), page 4257

NEW SOUTH WALES POLICE FORCE

Commissioned Officer Appointments

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/ronald-john-foster/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/robert-edgar-layton/
https://media.opengov.nsw.gov.au/pairtree_root/33/3e/a6/00/6a/f9/45/f0/4d/4e/0e/26/81/af/b1/4d/obj/document.pdf


HIS Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive
Council,  has  approved  of  the  undermentioned  Commissioned
Officer appointments, effective from the dates indicated:

Inspector, Patrol Commander, Woy Woy

Senior Sergeant Raymond John Greentree, date of entry on duty.

 

Chief Inspector, Division Commander, Warilla Inspector Ronald
John Foster, date of entry on duty.

 

Inspector, Patrol Commander, Wagga Wagga

Senior Sergeant Kevin Jack Wales, date of entry on duty.

 

Inspector, Patrol Commander, Mascot Sergeant Kevin Rafferty,
date of entry on duty.

TED PICKERING,

(6335) Minister for Police and Emergency Services.

12 Aug 1988 – NEW SOUTH WALES POLICE FORCE – Trove

 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/231383247?searchTerm=%22ronald%20john%20foster%22#


Stephen John LEACH
17/10/2014

Stephen John LEACH
AKA  Steve

 

New South Wales Police Force
Joined NSWPF via Police Cadets on 24 November 1966

Redfern Academy Class # 132

Cadet # 2538

Regd. # 15543

 

Rank:  NSW Police Cadet – commenced training at Redfern Police
Academy 24 November 1969 ( aged 16 years & 27 days )

Probationary Constable – appointed 28 October 1972 ( aged 19
years )

Constable – appointed

Constable 1st Class – appointed 28 October 1977

Detective – appointed

Senior Constable – appointed

Sergeant 3rd Class – appointed 21 February 1988

Sergeant 2nd Class – appointed

Final Rank:  Detective Sergeant

https://australianpolice.com.au/stephen-john-leach/


 

Stations: ?, Homicide Squad – Headquarters – Parramatta

 

Service:  From 24 November 1969  to  3 August 2004 = 34 years,
8 months & 10 days Service

 

Awards:  National Medal – granted 14 December 1988 ( Det Sgt )

1st Clasp to the National Medal – granted 28 May 1999 ( Det
Sgt )

Commissioner’s Commendation ( posthumously ) ” In recognition
of his tenacity, dedication and commitment “

Cause:  Depression – Suicide – Service firearm – In armoury

Event Location:  NSW Police HQ, Parramatta – In the armoury

Event date:  Tuesday  3 August 2004 ( Off Duty )

 

Born: Wednesday  28 October 1953

Died: Tuesday  3 August 2004

Age:  50 years, 9 months & 6 days

 

Funeral:  ? August 2004

Grave stone location: Castlebrook Memorial Park

Location: Stations of the Cross
Section: Cross

Lot: 40
Lat/Long: -33.69279, 150.92183

https://honours.pmc.gov.au/honours/awards/990224
https://honours.pmc.gov.au/honours/awards/990192


And in August 2004, Detective Sergeant Steve Leach killed
himself with his pistol at police headquarters at Parramatta.

http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/suicidal-officer-with-a-gu
n-but-this-time-tragedy-averted/2007/04/30/1177788058862.html

 

http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/suicidal-officer-with-a-gun-but-this-time-tragedy-averted/2007/04/30/1177788058862.html
http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/suicidal-officer-with-a-gun-but-this-time-tragedy-averted/2007/04/30/1177788058862.html


Stephen John LEACH – grave stone.
Castlebrook  Memorial  Park  Cemetery  &
Crematorium
Castlebrook Memorial Park, Windsor Rd, Rouse
Hill, NSW

 

Steve is NOT mentioned on the Police Wall of Remembrance in
Canberra

( checked 040822 )

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Stephen-John-LEACH-NSWPF-Suicide-3-Aug-2004-Grave-plaque.jpg


NSW  Police
Academy

Detectives’ Course 1 of 1981

2 February – 24 April 1981Back Row ( L – R ):

G. KIPPAX, G. GREEN, B. RITCHIE, A. LONGSON, T. GRIFFITHS,
Colin ILES # 15334, K. FITZGERALD, Stephen LEACH # 15543, G.
DUCKER, B. REID,

Third Row:

Barry PASSLOW # 14109, J. GARVEY, K. O’BRYAN, E. FREEMAN, G.
DISKIN,  G.  SMART,  B.  PECK,  S.  ST  JOHN,  J.  KHALIFEH,  A.
PEARMAN, J. INNES, D. CHAPMAN.

Second Row:

D. LINDSAY, R. BOWLES, G. MARTIN, B. DICKSON, I. CAMERON, G.
ACTON, F. VENTURI, P. DUNN, Michael McGANN # 16758, J. RAND,
P. LONG, Steve PACKER, A. THOMAS

Front Row:

I. MURRAY, G. THOMPSON, R. JENKINS ( Inst. ), R. CLAMP ( Inst.

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/colin-william-iles/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/colin-william-iles/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/stephen-john-leach/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/stephen-john-leach/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/barry-thomas-passlow/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/barry-thomas-passlow/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/michael-patrick-mcgann/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/michael-patrick-mcgann/


), P. MEEHAN ( Inst. ), N. GOULD ( Director ), L. BAKER, (
Inst. ), R. MYATT ( Inst. ), P. WALTER ( Inst. ), C. McDONALD,
I. McDONALD

 

Policeman shot dead at station
August 3, 2004 – 7:33PM

One of NSW top police investigators was found shot dead in the
state’s  police  headquarters  today,  shattering  his  family,
friends and colleagues around the world.

Detective  Sergeant  Steve  Leach,  51,  an  internationally
recognised  officer  who  helped  investigate  former  Yugoslav
president Slobodan Milosevic on behalf of the United Nations,
was found with a single gunshot wound to the head shortly
before midday.

Among his local achievements, Det Sgt Leach was instrumental
in  the  arrest  of  backpacker  murderer  Ivan  Milat  and  the
investigations  into  missing  Sydney  school  girl  Samantha
Knight.

NSW Police Commissioner Ken Moroney rushed to Parramatta upon
hearing the news and, while he declined to speculate on the
cause of death, said it was not believed to be suspicious.

The detective sergeant was not working today, having returned
to  NSW  from  The  Hague  in  the  Netherlands  only  in  recent
months.

Det Sgt Leach had been on sick leave after sustaining an
undisclosed physical injury while overseas, but he had been
due to recommence his employment with the NSW Police soon.

The Commissioner said investigations into the death had begun



using  a  specialist  team  from  Bankstown  police,  who  would
prepare a report for the Coroner.

“These are very tragic circumstances not only for the officer
concerned and his family but equally as important, for his
colleagues,” Mr Moroney said.

“I’m sure he will be remembered not only in the coming days .
.  .  but  certainly  in  years  to  come  as  one  of  the  most
experienced detectives we have (had) here in NSW, and we are
the poorer for his loss today.”

Mr Moroney said the married officer had two children who,
along  with  his  colleagues,  were  “understandably  very
distraught”  at  the  news  of  his  passing.

“He was a very popular colleague and highly respected, not
only  in  terms  of  his  detective  skills  but  certainly  the
specialist skills that he brought to criminal investigations
here in NSW,” he said.

The officer’s colleagues at the NSW State Crime Command in
Parramatta  were  being  counselled  by  police  chaplain  Barry
Dwyer.

Another  police  officer  also  was  mourned  today  –  Senior
Constable Ian Ross Dennis, based in Walgett, north-west NSW,
who died in hospital after a short battle with an illness,
aged 47.

Mr Moroney paid tribute to both officers, saying they had been
outstanding servants of the police force.

“It’s  important  on  these  occasions  that  we  honour  and
acknowledge that service and that commitment,” he said.

“It’s a very sad day for the organisation to lose officers of
this calibre who have selflessly served the people of this
state to the very best of their skill and ability.

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/ian-ross-dennis/


“And that’s all I could ever ask them to do.”

http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2004/08/03/1091476465269.htm
l?from=storylhs

 

 

Detective who shot himself bore grief of many
By Les Kennedy
August 4, 2004

Homicide  detective  Steve  Leach,  left,  and
another detective escort the backpacker killer
Ivan Milat from his home in 1994. Photo: Rick
Stevens

 

There  are  few  moments  of  joy  in  the  life  of  a  homicide
investigator, and most of those are with their families.

Steve Leach had borne the grief of many, but yesterday it was

http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2004/08/03/1091476465269.html?from=storylhs
http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2004/08/03/1091476465269.html?from=storylhs


the turn of his colleagues to face his own violent death.

Detective  Senior  Sergeant  Leach,  one  of  the  state’s  most
experienced homicide detectives, took his life with his own
handgun in the heart of the new NSW Police headquarters in
Parramatta.

Nobody, it appears, saw such a tragedy coming.

Sergeant Leach had been on sick leave since early June, the
result of a car accident in Europe that left him with leg
injuries.

He had recently applied to be pensioned off as hurt on duty
but  those  who  encountered  him  recently  had  found  him
apparently cheery and looking forward to an early retirement.

He was still on sick report when he walked into the police
building  yesterday.  He  went  into  the  soundproof  weapons
storage room; no one had been expecting him and no one heard
the shot. Another officer found his body about noon.

When family, friends and colleagues looked at the life of
Steve Leach, they saw an extraordinary career that began when
he joined the force as a 16-year-old cadet in 1969.

He was a second-generation cop. Over 35 years, he played a
role in some of the state’s most notorious cases and found his
way as far afield as Bosnia, where he investigated war crimes.

Along the way he offered support to the families of victims
and perpetrators alike. He even lent his shoulder to Shirley
Soir, the sister of the backpacker killer Ivan Milat, who
collapsed while sitting next to him in court on the day in May
1994 that her brother was charged with seven murders.

Ten days earlier, the burly detective had walked into police
history as one of two detectives who arrested Milat at his
Eagle Vale home.



In that case he led the search for the weapon, a Ruger 10/22,
of which there were more than 100,000 imported into Australia.

He was often given tough tasks, such as the long investigation
into  the  disappearance  of  the  Bondi  schoolgirl  Samantha
Knight.

In recent years, he was seconded to the European War Crimes
Tribunal in The Hague. His team in the Netherlands charged the
former  Yugoslav  president,  Slobodan  Milosevic,  whose  war
crimes trial is still before the international court.

Sergeant  Leach  spent  more  than  two  years  walking  through
massacre sites and talking to survivors.

He came back to Sydney last year, returning to the homicide
squad  and  recalling  good  times  in  Europe  with  his  wife
Christine, a schoolteacher.

He was chuffed that one of his two sons had also joined the
police force, while the other had signed up for the army.

The Police Commissioner, Ken Moroney, remembered a detective
of impeccable character.

“I’m sure he will be remembered, not only in the coming days …
but certainly in years to come, as one of the most experienced
detectives we have [had] here in NSW, and we are the poorer
for his loss today.”

http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2004/08/03/1091476494599.html

 

Colleagues grieve for a lauded detective
By Les Kennedy
August 4, 2004

 

http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2004/08/03/1091476494599.html


Homicide detective Steve Leach, left, takes Ivan Milat
into custody in 1994.
Apart  from  time  spent  with  their  families,  there  are  few
moments of joy in the lives of homicide investigators.

They see the grief of others and are expected to bear their
own feelings inwardly. Steve Leach had borne the grief of many
– until yesterday. Now his colleagues are facing the tragedy
of his own violent death.

Detective Senior Sergeant Leach, one of the Australia’s most
experienced homicide detectives, took his life with his own
handgun in the heart of the new NSW Police Headquarters in
Parramatta.

It  seems  nobody  saw  it  coming.  When  family,  friends  and
colleagues looked at the life of 51-year-old Senior Sergeant
Leach, what they saw was an extraordinary career that began
when he joined the force as a 16-year-old cadet in 1969.

He was a second-generation police officer who, over 35 years,
played key roles in some of Australia’s most high-profile and
most horrific cases.

His talents were also sought internationally. He was seconded
to  the  European  War  Crimes  Tribunal  in  The  Hague  to
investigate the killing fields of Bosnia, and was instrumental
in the arrest of former Yugoslav president Slobodan Milosevic,
who is facing genocide charges.

But the hard-nosed detective also had a gift for empathy and
gave his support to the families of victims and perpetrators
alike.

He even lent his shoulder to Shirley Soir, the sister of Ivan
Milat, who collapsed while sitting next to him in court on the
day in May 1994 when her brother was charged with the murders
of seven backpackers.



Ten days earlier, he walked into police history as one of two
detectives who arrested Milat.

He was often asked to investigate cases where the trails had
seemingly run cold, such as the 1986 disappearance of Bondi
schoolgirl  Samantha  Knight.  But  by  the  time  his  team  had
secured  the  conviction  of  Michael  Guider,  Senior  Sergeant
Leach was in Bosnia, walking through massacre sites, talking
to survivors.

He returned to Sydney last year, speaking only of the good
times in Europe with his wife Christine, a school teacher. He
was chuffed that one of his two sons had joined the force,
while the other had joined the army.

But he had been on sick leave since early June after injuring
his legs in a car crash in Europe. He had recently applied to
be pensioned off as hurt on duty, but had appeared upbeat
planning for his early retirement.

Senior Sergeant Leach was on leave when he arrived at police
headquarters  yesterday,  went  into  the  sound-proof  weapon
storage room and took his gun. No one heard the shot. Another
officer found his body at noon.

One shocked colleague and mate said: “There you go, buddy. The
futility of it all. We are all feeling that empty feeling.
Why?”

Those needing assistance can reach Suicide Helpline Victoria
on 1300 651 251, Lifeline on 131 114 (both 24-hour lines),
SANE on 1800 688 382 or Kids Help Line on 1800 551 800.

http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2004/08/03/1091476497108.htm
l

 

http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2004/08/03/1091476497108.html
http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2004/08/03/1091476497108.html


 

Top cop found shot dead
August 4, 2004 — 5.09am

One of NSW’s top police investigators was found shot dead in
the state’s police headquarters today, shattering his family,
friends and colleagues around the world.

Detective  Sergeant  Steve  Leach,  51,  an  internationally
recognised  officer  who  helped  investigate  former  Yugoslav
president Slobodan Milosevic on behalf of the United Nations,
was found with a single gunshot wound to the head shortly
before midday.

Among his local achievements, Det Sgt Leach was instrumental
in  the  arrest  of  backpacker  murderer  Ivan  Milat  and  the
investigations  into  missing  Sydney  school  girl  Samantha
Knight.

NSW Police Commissioner Ken Moroney rushed to Parramatta upon
hearing the news and, while he declined to speculate on the
cause of death, said it was not believed to be suspicious.

The detective sergeant was not working today, having returned
to  NSW  from  The  Hague  in  the  Netherlands  only  in  recent
months.

Top cop found shot dead

 

 

Steve Leach Memorial

https://www.smh.com.au/national/top-cop-found-shot-dead-20040804-gdjh77.html


by Kevin Caruso

Detective Sergeant Steve Leach, from Sydney, Australia, was a
well-known,  veteran  police  officer  with  35  years  of
experience.

Steve Leach was so highly respected by his fellow officers
that they referred to him as “a policeman’s policeman.”

He was assigned some of Australia’s most horrific crimes. And
he arrested serial killer Ivan Milat (see picture above), who
murdered seven people between 1989 and 1992.

He also worked in Serbia and Montenegro from 2000 to 2003 as
an investigator for the European War Crimes Tribunal, in which
he  had  to  view  sites  where  massacres  occurred,  and  then
interview survivors.

Steve  was  an  extremely  strong  man,  both  physically  and
mentally, and handled all of his assignments with the highest
levels of integrity, courage, intelligence, and competence.

He was also highly ambitious and believed that he should have
received a higher rank than detective sergeant.

And he was frustrated by what he believed was a ridiculous and
unfair promotion system in which he and other officers were
forced  to  engage  in  “role  play”  during  their  promotion
examinations.

In  March,  Steve  applied  for  a  newly  created  position  as
inspector at the coroner’s office, but the job was given to a
much  younger  officer  who  had  only  a  fraction  of  Steve’s
experience.

Steve was furious and appealed the decision.

Unbelievably, Steve lost the appeal.

And soon afterwards, he became depressed.



On August 2, 2004, Steve, who was off-duty at the time, calmly
walked  into  the  police  station,  went  to  the  armory  room,
obtained his service handgun, and shot himself in the head.

He was 51.

Steve’s fellow police officers were shocked, and immediately
blamed the idiotic promotion system.

One outraged officer did not mince words when he described the
promotion  system  as  “bullshit.”  He  went  on  the  say,  “The
promotions system is the only thing that was upsetting this
very  calm,  [great  police  officer].  The  current  system  is
promoting people with just 12 years of experience over someone
with 35 years of experience – this just destroys people like
Steve Leach.”

Steve was one of the greatest police officers in Australia’s
history.

Everyone loved and respected him.

And he made the streets safer because of his hard work.

He was a dedicated, superstar cop who loved his job and who
loved to help people.

He was a hero.

http://www.suicide.org/memorials/steve-leach.html

 

http://www.suicide.org/memorials/steve-leach.html


A rank way to treat the cops Transcript
ADAM SHAND: Steve Leach was the model of what a detective should be – tough,

uncompromising in his pursuit of crime, but fair and compassionate. He kept his own
counsel as he served others right up to the day he took his own life.

KEN MORONEY, NSW POLICE COMMISSIONER: A very sad day for the organisation to lose
officers of this quality and this calibre who’ve selflessly served the people of this

state to the very best of their skill and ability.
ADAM SHAND: In 31 years of service, Steve Leach had worked some of NSW’s most difficult
cases. He had seen the dark side of humanity, arresting backpacker murderer Ivan Milat,
and solving the abduction of school girl Samantha Knight. In Leach’s death, his comrades
saw their own images. At his funeral, the priest said that no-one should speculate on

Leach’s own untold story.
GARY HESKET, FORMER NSW DETECTIVE: I looked in the church. I could see a lot of young
police there with promotion on their shoulders. I saw a lot of older police there,

experienced heads. And not at the same level. “Don’t speculate”, I thought to myself. I
thought, “That’s just saying we should never ever speak about this matter ever again.”

ADAM SHAND: No-one will ever know why, at the age of 51, Steve Leach lost hope that day.
But many senior detectives can trace their own disillusion back to the massive changes
introduced after the Wood Royal Commission into police corruption in the mid-1990s. The

Commissioner recommended a complete overhaul of the force’s management style. A new
promotion system was introduced that no longer ensured progress through the ranks based

on years of service.
MARK FENLON, FORMER POLICE SERGEANT: It’s had a huge detrimental effect on morale. It’s

had a huge detrimental effect upon police officers with experience who have been
disenfranchised by the process. Who have been and are continue to seek exit from the

police force at the earliest opportunity. And this has left a huge void in the
organisation in terms of experience, in terms of training and development of younger

police, in terms of expertise to deal with crime, which can’t be replaced.
ADAM SHAND: Gary Hesket left the force a year ago after three decades in the job. He
keeps up with his mates through his role in as a trainer in the police rugby league

competition.
GARY HESKET: This is good for the camaraderie, the esprit de corps. It’s the best things
they could do after working in the police environment they’re in – get out here and have

a game amongst each other.
ADAM SHAND: You pick up the paper and see Steve Leach has committed suicide. What did

that mean to you when you heard that?
GARY HESKET: The first question I asked was, “Was he passed over for promotion?” And the

word that came back to me was ‘yes’.
ADAM SHAND: Like Steve Leach, Gary Hesket devoted his life to catching villains. He was
a natural-born detective, voted policeman of the year in 2001 by his local community in

western Sydney.
GARY HESKET: Then you’re told, “Well, Gary, if you want to be promoted, the best thing

you can do is forget about police work, find a desk somewhere and hide and do yourself a
degree or diploma because that’s the only way you’re going to get promoted in the future

of NSW Police.”
ADAM SHAND: Hesket says many of his generation of detectives have simply been dumped on

the scrap heap.
GARY HESKET: But at the end of the time when you put in 35 years, where is your reward?

Where is your reward?
ADAM SHAND: On the day his family and comrades farewelled Steve Leach, NSW Police

Commissioner Ken Moroney awarded him a ribbon recognising his achievement in solving 15-
year-old mystery of Samantha Knight’s disappearance.

GARY HESKET: And he did a magnificent job and he solved it, and now, posthumously, Mr
Moroney is giving him a medal for that. Why wasn’t he given a medal when the case was

solved, while he was alive?
ADAM SHAND: When Leach was seconded as a war crimes investigator to the former

Yugoslavia, he won praise for a difficult job. On his return to Australia, he expected a
promotion to finish his career as a commissioned officer.

MICK KENNEDY, FORMER NSW DETECTIVE: And the reason he couldn’t get promoted was he could
do the job but he couldn’t pretend he could do the job. He couldn’t get through the

assessment stuff, I suppose, or the role play nonsense. I was a detective for 20 years
in the NSW Police…

ADAM SHAND: These days Mick Kennedy is researching trends in modern policing for a PhD.
He believes the root of the crisis facing Steve Leach’s generation is a lack of support

for field officers.
MICK KENNEDY: He didn’t kill himself because he was working in the evils and the horrors
of criminal investigation, because that’s part and parcel of the work that you can deal
with. You insulate yourself from it, you deal with that. But all of the time that you’re

dealing with those murky, dirty hands areas of working it needs to be constantly
reinforced that you’re dependent upon your organisation to support you in times of

crisis or when things go bad.
ADAM SHAND: When Kennedy faced his own crisis, he found there was no-one to turn to.

MICK KENNEDY: I was in this house some years ago and I had my 38 on the bed and I was in
despair over a range of issues. And I was thinking seriously, “Well, the best thing I

could do is to kill myself”, so I ring the police medical officer and I got through to a
woman who couldn’t speak English. I was on the phone with her for 20 minutes telling her
that I was considering shooting myself and I’d like to speak to someone about it. In the

end, I hung up in disgust because I couldn’t speak to anyone. Now I thought, “God,
almighty! I can’t even try to attract attention. No-one’s interested! No-one really

cares”, you know?
ADAM SHAND: Faced with growing criticism, the NSW Government asked former Assistant

Commissioner Geoff Schuberg to investigate the promotions system. He found many
detectives had lost their sense of purpose in the job.

GEOFF SCHUBERG, FORMER ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER: And one of the great problems in the
system was that a number of police were applying for positions outside their area of

expertise and winning them and they were put in a position where they were supervising
and managing police when they had no experience or previous qualifications to do so.
ADAM SHAND: Promotion, it seemed to Schoenberg, had become more important to the rank

and file than the job itself.
GEOFF SCHUBERG: Police really took their eye off the game of catching crooks and the

promotions race seemed to be the main topic of the day, where people simply talked about
positions that were being advertised, positions which they were applying for. There was

a lot of resentment. There was a lot of drop in morale because of people who were
applying for positions and couldn’t even get interviews. And I think that’s still very

much the case.
ADAM SHAND: Crime reporter Steve Barrett has been watching this generation of police

officers for over 20 years. He’s seen the job consume too many of them.
STEVE BARRETT, CRIME REPORTER: There was another detective inspector up at one of the

stations in the Newcastle area who, with his service pistol, shot himself in the police
station. Till this day, that family doesn’t know what happened to that person, why he

took his own life. And you really have got to say to yourself, “What is this all about?
Why is this happening?”

ADAM SHAND: The Wood Royal Commission identified this generation of detectives as
fertile ground for corruption, and set about purging its ranks.

STEVE BARRETT: I mean, there was some very good work done by the Royal Commission but
there was also some work where evidence was put before the Commission which was just,

quite frankly, not true. And there was bad collateral damage and when you look at what’s
happened, you think to yourself, “Well, a lot of police did down tools.” There’s no

doubt about that. Then you see all these gangs growing up around Sydney – and I suppose
it’s bit like if you don’t weed the garden, you’re going to get weeds.

MARK FENLON: And this is reflected in the crime clear-up rates for NSW. They’re the
lowest in the country. Around about 12 percent of robberies are being solved within the
first 90 days of the offence occurring. 5 percent of break and enters within the same
period. It’s scandalous. That’s how this policy is impacting and has impacted and will

continue to impact on policing in this State.
ADAM SHAND: Old-style cops say policing has become a numbers game these days. In crime
statistics, a bust for a broken window counts for the same as a murder. The critics say

it is the same wherever the police have moved from a paramilitary-based model free
enterprise-style management – commanders are forced to strive for quantitative outcomes

like managers in a boardroom.
MICK KENNEDY: The problem is that productivity is measured, in policing terms, in terms
of arrests, and they say, “That’s great.” But it’s about trivial arrests. What they do,
you get a senior commander and have a meeting and he humiliates everybody by yelling at
them and screaming at them, “Why aren’t your – why aren’t your arrest rates up? How come
my stolen vehicles is down?” You say, “We don’t have any staff. I’m not interested in
that!” And it’s humiliating, and it’s a humiliating process and it is a degrading.

ADAM SHAND: Kennedy says the older detectives often find the pressure intolerable as
they watch younger colleagues ride a desk to the top. He says the promotions system
rewards those that work it. You gather merit points from education and role playing

sessions where officers must show a grasp of the new language and politics of community
policing. For an undercover detective, this is the theatre of the absurd.

MICK KENNEDY: I had been doing undercover work for far too long. I had a twitch. I had a
stutter. My hair was dropping out. I had psoriasis all over my hands and I have no doubt
if I had have killed myself some idiot would say, “But, mate, he was just a bit tired,

We didn’t know he had any real problems.”
ADAM SHAND: Former sergeant Mark Fenlon served for 20 years. He left the force

reluctantly after a distinguished career.
MARK FENLON: I had to get out of policing. I blew the whistle on promotions corruption
in 1999. Nothing was done in relation to the complaints I made. The promotions system,

it’s allowed people who haven’t got the qualifications, the experience, to gain
promotion to gain positions – senior positions within the organisation – to lead the

organisation.
ADAM SHAND: Although his complaints were investigated, the system remains relatively

unchanged and Mark Fenlon says its major faults are beginning to show.
MARK FENLON: No better example than recently would be Redfern, where there were two

images that is stuck in my mind. One was of police being directed to line up across a
street and be subjected to bottles being thrown at them, Molotov cocktails being thrown
at them. The other image is that there were perhaps half-a-dozen senior officers in the
background in the background with mobile phones to their ears looking for a direction,

looking for some guidance in relation to what to do with the situation.
RON STEPHENSON, FORMER POLICE SUPERINTENDENT: In my day – and I’m not blowing my trumpet
– but if you were placed in that situation, if you were in arm’s length away from some
of the offenders, they’d be in the back of the truck and charged with assault, indecent

language, offensive behaviour, whatever the matter was.
ADAM SHAND: Inspector Ron Stephenson was the officer in charge the day, in 1984, when
two bikie gangs, the Bandidos and the Comancheros, squared off in the car park of the

Viking Tavern, in Milperra. Seven people already lay dead and experience told Stephenson
that, without quick thinking, the murderers would walk free.

RON STEPHENSON: A decision would be made that they’d be rounded up, interviewed, and
charged. They were only charged that day with offensive behaviour and cause of fray but,
three weeks later, after we’d worked out the full picture, we raided simultaneously 43

homes, arrested 43 bikers and charged them with 301 charges of murder.
ADAM SHAND: But just how you restore confidence in a force that has lost so much in

terms of experience is another matter. More than half of NSW police have been in the job
for less than five years. Training simulation exercises like this one are now a key

measure of competence and suitability for promotion.
STEVE BARRETT: I can tell you about another guy who was the boss of homicide for five

years. In the north-west of Sydney. And he had to go to an assessment testing centre for
a day, where they role play. And, I don’t know – because he wasn’t a good actor, he

didn’t get promoted. Now, he just walked away. He’s gone. So all this experience over
years and years and years of hard slog for the taxpayer of NSW has just gone like that.
ADAM SHAND: But NSW Police Minister John Watkins denies the service is in crisis, that
many more officers like Steve Leach are at risk. He insists morale in the force is at

its highest since the Wood Royal Commission clean out.
JOHN WATKINS, NSW POLICE MINISTER: The separation rate for NSW Police is the lowest it’s

been for eight years and the actual resignation rate is the lowest it’s been for 10
years. It’s a very stable force in NSW and morale is the highest it’s been for a

generation.
ADAM SHAND: But the Minister does accept the need for a review of the promotions system.

He chairs a working party of detectives which is discussing the problem.
JOHN WATKINS: There was a working party, the Schuberg working party, that’s reported to
me. I’ve given that to the Anderson working party to report to me by the end of this

year for legislative changes to be put in place so a new promotions system can be up and
running from 1 July, 2005.

ADAM SHAND: Victoria Police Service has also established a merit-based promotion system,
which favours education over experience. There are morale issues in Victoria as a

result, but the greater problem is a war on corruption.
CHRISTINE NIXON, CHIEF COMMISSIONER, VICTORIA POLICE: I did come to Victoria Police with
an understanding there was corruption here. It’s the kind of attitude Victoria Police

had that they didn’t have corruption really was a bit of a myth.
ADAM SHAND: Unlike NSW, where the Royal Commission fast-tracked a clean out of bent
coppers, Chief Commissioner Christine Nixon’s management team is driving reform.

CHRISTINE NIXON: In policing, there will always be corruption. What you have to do is
figure out where the high-risk areas are, where the likelihood of that corruption is to
occur and to try change the systems and practices or, in fact, focus on people who might

be working in those areas.
ADAM SHAND: Nixon has identified so-called legends in the force which, she says, have

set bad examples for young officers. Though he left the force nearly 20 years ago, Brian
Murphy is still Victoria’s most feared and revered officer – a legend amongst crims and

coppers. Back in 1971, Murphy was charged with the killing of a suspect in custody.
Although he was acquitted, he found the incident gave him an unhealthy reputation

amongst some junior officers.
BRIAN MURPHY, FORMER VICTORIAN POLICE OFFICER: There would be a lot of young people

think, “Well, Murphy did it and got away with it. I’ll try do what he did or what he was
involved in, something similar.” And it’s not always a good thing.

ADAM SHAND: Should you have been gone back in the force, do you think?
BRIAN MURPHY: From time to time I think that it was most probably a bad move that I did

go back in, but I couldn’t think of doing anything else than police work.
ADAM SHAND: When Murphy returned to duty he was given a new role. Leading a small team
known as “Murphy’s Marauders”, he took on the villains in their own pubs, sending a
message of fear through the underworld. It was an old-school, often violent, method

that, although successful, is certainly not endorsed in today’s force.
BRIAN MURPHY: If somebody is arrested and he received a certain amount of corporal

punishment, it would most probably be as a result of an assault on the policeman first.
And policemen are permitted, the same as anybody else in the community, to prevent an

assault, to use force, more than what is being used on them.
ADAM SHAND: Some Victorian police feel the pendulum has swung too far. Officers now feel

powerless in the face of criminals who have exploited the new, sensitive approach to
police enforcement.

CHRISTINE NIXON: I guess I don’t quite see that and I have a lot of contact with police.
Australia has this kind of way of seeing villains as the heroes – Ned Kelly, I suppose,
Roger Rogerson in NSW, and Brian Murphy is another. I don’t think they see them as the
heroes, the real heroes in policing. I think they see them as people who just behaved
and were of their time. What we have to do now is live within the legal boundaries.

ADAM SHAND: But Brian Murphy believes some officers are being used as political pawns as
management seeks to reassure the public of the integrity of the service. He could see
the writing on the wall and took early retirement. He finds himself counselling many

young officers unsure of their future career direction.
BRIAN MURPHY: And a lot of them have left the job and rue the day they ever left because

it’s a big, hard, cold world out there and the wages they were getting on numerous
occasions they’ve found wanting and they get outside. They haven’t got the camaraderie,

they haven’t got the protection of the government behind them.
ADAM SHAND: Maybe the job isn’t what it used to be, and many would say that’s a step

forward. But men like Gary Hesket feel they’ve been let down by an administration that’s
changed the rules in the middle of the game.

GARY HESKET: At the end of my days, for all the hard work you did, they take your badge,
they take your ID. There’s nothing. You’re stripped. At the end of your days, who are

you? You’ve given all these years of service. You just walk away and there’s this wealth
of experience just sitting out there just wasting away and dying away.Click here for a

printer-friendly
version.http://sgp1.paddington.ninemsn.com.au/sunday/feature_stories/transcript_1687.asp

http://sgp1.paddington.ninemsn.com.au/sunday/includes/fetchcontent.asp?purl=/sunday/feature_stories/transcript_1687.asp
http://sgp1.paddington.ninemsn.com.au/sunday/includes/fetchcontent.asp?purl=/sunday/feature_stories/transcript_1687.asp
http://sgp1.paddington.ninemsn.com.au/sunday/includes/fetchcontent.asp?purl=/sunday/feature_stories/transcript_1687.asp
http://sgp1.paddington.ninemsn.com.au/sunday/feature_stories/transcript_1687.asp


RIP Detective Senior Sergeant Leach

leggingsandlace
Silver Member
Join Date: May

2004
Posts: 1,253

http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2004/…476494599.html
http://www.news.com.au/common/story_…55E421,00.html

An unbelievably tragic death.
He brought Ivan Milat to justice. He worked on the
disappearance of nine-year-old schoolgirl Samantha
Knight and the death of Sydney mother Zoe Zou, who
died last November. He recently spent two years
walking through massacre sites and talking to

victims of Slobodan Milosevic for the European War
Crimes Tribunal in The Hague.
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mdo
♥♥ pEeK-a-bOo

♥♥
Join Date: Apr

2004
Posts: 2,633

i know.. i heard bout that yesterday
noone knows why he done it.. and his got a

family and kids too… so sad….
my condolence goes out to them all..R. I . P.
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SoniaMurphy
Platinum
Member

Join Date: Apr
2004

Posts: 8,411

It is very very sad that such an important
man within the Australian justice system has

gone.
I can’t imagine the things he must have seen
over his 35 years as a policeman. Obviously

it was to much for him in the end.
RIP
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  #4

Bambie
New Member

Join Date: Jan
2003

Posts: 48

i just read about this. how tragic. he helped
so many people by bringing people like ivan
milat to justice, and it just got too much.
it’s awful. my heart goes out to his family,

friends and colleagues.
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sultry
Banned

Join Date: Aug
2004

Posts: 2,469

It is so sad and the worst part is the not knowing.
Perhaps we could also say RIP to Senior Constable

Ian Ross Dennis?
http://www.police.nsw.gov.au/media/d…ectionID=media

Another fine Police Officer taken from us too
early. If only there were more out there like him.
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Sambellina
Bronze Member
Join Date: Dec

2003
Posts: 233

Zoe Zou was my friend. I hope this doesn’t
effect the trial of the accussed.
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Sambellina
Bronze Member
Join Date: Dec

2003
Posts: 233

Edit: double post
<font size=-1>[ This Message was edited by:
Sambellina on 2004-08-04 12:13 ]</font>
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Emily-May
Wildlife
Warrior –

Sadly Missed
Join Date: Nov

2003
Posts: 1,898

corrupt maybe?
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Elemi
Gold Member

Join Date: Jan
2004

Posts: 1,766

I saw him talk about the backpacker murders
in Adelaide when I was in first year doing a
forensic and analytical chemistry course and

he inspired me to finish my degree. I am
quite that he’s gone – he was an amazing
speaker and a tenacious investigator.

E
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  #10

Nightshade
The heart ages

last . .
Join Date: Mar

2004
Posts: 4,556

What this the one who dies under sus
circumstances?

It is so sad how all these people who do
wonderful things for their community usually

don’t have outlets for how they are
feeling/coping with everything they have

seen.
__________________

Her Most Noble Lady Nightshade the Precocious
of Kesslington under Ox – Going to Paris for

my birthday!!
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Vogue_Chic04
Platinum
Member

Join Date: Jul
2003

Posts: 4,898

It just about breaks my heart to read things
like this…

As someone who dreams of becoming a police
officer one day, I’m glad to know that there
are such fine members of the police force

within Australia and to know that their hard
work and compassion in the job has assisted

so many people and has set a respected
precedent for future officers.

It’s important to commend and appreciate our
nation’s police officers to help dispell the
hostile attitude many members of public have
against police officers – we often quickly

forget that there are real people and
families beneith the blue uniform.

My dad was friends with a member of the
Victorian Police force who was killed while
on duty, it’s upsetting to remember the

sadness that his death had on our family as
his friends, let alone what it must be like

for immediate family..
My heart and prayers go out to both families

– especially Snr Det. Leach’s son.
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Vogue_Chic04
Platinum
Member

Join Date: Jul
2003

Posts: 4,898

Quote:
On 2004-08-04 12:12, Sambellina wrote:

Zoe Zou was my friend. I hope this doesn’t
effect the trial of the accussed.

How heart-breaking for you… I do doubt that
it will effect the outcome of the case – but
most likely a collegue of Snr Det. Leach will

be presenting any facts and evidence.
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  #13

~erika~
14860649

Join Date: Aug
2002

Posts: 1,483

thats awful.
R.I.P
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leggingsandlace
Silver Member
Join Date: May

2004
Posts: 1,253

Quote:
On 2004-08-04 12:02, sultry wrote:

It is so sad and the worst part is the not knowing.Perhaps we
could also say RIP to Senior Constable Ian Ross

Dennis?http://www.police.nsw.gov.au/media/d…ectionID=mediaAnother
fine Police Officer taken from us too early. If only there were

more out there like him.
Thank you very much for that link.

I can’t believe the police force lost two such fine men in the
space of only a few hours.
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generictypegirl
Banned

Join Date: Jul
2004

Posts: 1,284

Quote:
On 2004-08-04 12:13, Emily-May wrote:

corrupt maybe?
Do you mean maybe he was corrupt or he saw
too much corruption? Regardless, it’s tragic
the amount of police officers who end up
comitting suicide because of the stress
involved with their job or the ‘inner

workings’ of police culture. A truly fine
police officer who potentially saved a lot of

people’s lives 

Offline

 

Further  reading:  
http://researchdirect.uws.edu.au/islandora/object/uws%3A3679/d
atastream/PDF/view

 

[codepeople-post-map] Location of Cremation plaque

 

First published 13 January 2014.

Updated 26 July 2025 with Class photo, and links, of Detective
course.
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Shelley Leanne DAVIS
17/10/2014

Shelley Leanne DAVIS

NSW Goulburn Police Academy Class ?

New South Wales Police Force

Regd. #  37034

Rank:  Constable

Stations:  Goulburn

Service:   From  30 August 2002  to  19 June 2004 = 1+ years
of Service

Awards:  Nil

Born: ? ? 1977

Died on:  Saturday  19 June 2004

Cause:  Motor Vehicle Accident – passenger in Police sedan.
Vehicle -v- tree

Event location:  Sydney Rd, Goulburn East, approx. 300 mtrs
prior to Hume Hwy entrance.

Age:  27

https://australianpolice.com.au/shelley-leanne-davis/


Funeral date:  ?

Funeral location:  ?

Buried at:  Cremated at Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Camden
Valley Way, Leppington.

Ashes collected by family.

Memorial at:  Small car park on north side of north bound lane
upon Sydney Rd, Goulburn East a few hundred metres from the

Hume Hwy.

Plaque on a bolder.

The ” original memorial ” was a large gum tree in between the
north and south bound lanes – opposite the car park.

The tree was lopped to ground level about 2013.

Tree location:  Lat: -34.74257
Long: 149.76721

On the 19 June 2004 Constable Davis was the observer in a
police  vehicle  when  it  was  involved  in  a  motor  vehicle
accident on the Sydney Road, just north of Goulburn. As a
result of the accident the constable sustained fatal injuries.

 

The  constable  was  born  in  1977  and  was  sworn  in  as  a
probationary constable on the 30 August 2002. At the time of
her death she was stationed at Goulburn.



SHELLEY IS mentioned on the Police Wall of Remembrance,
Canberra

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Constable-Shelley-Davis.jpg
http://npm.org.au/honour-roll-entry/?eid=2845


Touch plate at the National Police Wall of
Remembrance, Canberra

 

 

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Copy-of-2014-3490.jpg


This Memorial stone is located in a small car park siding on
Sydney Rd, Goulburn, northbound towards the Hume Freeway from

the city.

Photos taken, by Cal, on 24 April 2018.  Note that the photo,
of Shelley, had fallen from the plaque pre June 2017 and needs

replacing.

GPS:  -34.74226  149.76644

Note:   The photo of Shelley Davis fell off her
Memorial plaque pre June 2017 & still needs
replacing. Photo taken 24 April 2018.  As of 29
July 2018 there was still no ceramic plate
attached. On 31 July 2018 a photo was sent to a
ceramic business for this job to be done. 
Wednesday  12 September 2018 – the new ceramic
photo plate ( below ) has been received and
will be placed on the memorial plate ( above )
before  Police  Remembrance  Day,  29  September
2018.

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Copy-of-Shelley-Leanne-DAVIS-01-NSWPF-Died-19-June-2004.jpg


 

Many thanks to Paul Pepe, Necro Imaging, 11 Bruce St, West
Preston, Vic. ( necroimaging@hotmail.com ) for doing the new

ceramic photo plate below.

Memorial before the replacement of the photo on Tuesday 18
September 2018.

mailto:necroimaging@hotmail.com
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Copy-of-20180912_133132_5.jpg


https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Copy-of-Shelley-Leanne-DAVIS-02-NSWPF-Died-19-June-2004.jpg
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Memorial after the replacement of the photo on Tuesday 18
September 2018.

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Copy-of-20180918_141843.jpg


The way the Memorial plaque should have looked
as soon as the damage was reported 15 months
ago.  Those that complained about Cal picking
up the damaged porcelain photo from Goulburn –
you had 15 months to have it replaced.  I did
it in ONE MONTH and didn’t even know the girl. 
Shame on those who complained.
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A small section of St John Of God, Richmond
Hospital, where Police ( and others ) with PTSD
have gone for Inpatient Treatment.

This is a small Memorial that previous patients
( Police ) have done to remember our friends
who have fallen before us. The Black & Dark
Blue Memorial stones are by Army members

Details mentioned:

JRNR

S. McALINEY

020493

RIP LWF

25684

1988/237

( 25684 = Regd # )

1988 is year Attested. 237 is the Class # )

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/St-John-of-God-Hospital-Memorial-Garden-2017.jpg
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/todd-malcolm-blunt/


David CARTY

R.I.P. Brother

OZZY 5 HODGY ( Appears to have a Legacy Crest
glued to it )

II

M. LAMBERT

R.I.P.

22.8.11

D & E PLATOON

69 – 70

LWF

II

L. GAVIN

RIP

29.11.11

PAUL WILCOX

R.I.P. BROTHER

SHELLY DAVIS

1977 – 2004

 

 

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/david-andrew-carty/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/paul-brian-wilcox/
https://www.australianpolice.com.au/shelley-leanne-davis/


WEDNESDAY 27 JULY 2005. �� MEMORIAL SITE AT THE TREE AGAINST
WHICH CONSTABLE SHELLEY DAVIS, FROM GOULBURN POLICE STATION,
LOST HER LIFE ONE NIGHT WHEN THE POLICE SEDAN SHE WAS A
PASSENGER  IN  SLAMMED  SIDEWAYS  INTO  THIS  TREE  –  KILLING
SHELLEY.�� THIS IS A HUGE TRIBUTE. I FOUND A 20 CENT PIECE ON
THE GROUND AT THE BASE OF THE TREE. IT WAS COVERED IN BROWN
(DRY BLOOD) AND WOULD HAVE OBVIOUSLY COME FROM THE CAR AND
POSSIBLY BELONGED TO ONE OF THE OCCUPANTS. I KEPT THIS COIN.
��IT WAS RAINING ON THE NIGHT OF THIS ACCIDENT.�� SOMETIME IN
2010, THIS TREE AND THE GIFTS WERE TOTALLY REMOVED FROM THIS
LOCATION. A ‘STONE’ MEMORIAL, WITH PLAQUE, WAS LATER LAID IN
THE CAR PARK ADJACENT TO THIS TREE. ��I DON’T KNOW WHAT HAS
BECOME  OF  THE  PHOTOS,  PRAYERS  ETC  BUT  THE  TREE  HAS  BEEN
TOTALLY REMOVED FROM THE LOCATION ALSO.

https://www.australianpolice.com.au/constable-shelley-leanne-davis/2005-002093/
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Police crash scandal
By Rhett Watson
The Daily Telegraph
July 06, 200712:00AM

 

THE Deputy State Coroner has recommended the DPP investigate
laying charges over the death of a police officer killed when
the patrol car in which she was a passenger crashed three
years ago.

The coronial inquest into the death of Constable Shelley Davis
heard her partner, Senior-Constable Paul Sharman, was doing up
to 110km/h in an 80km/h zone when he lost control of the
vehicle on a road just outside Goulburn on June 19, 2004.

Criminal charges layed against him soon after the crash failed
a year ago due to a technicality.

In releasing her findings in Glebe Coroners Court yesterday,
Deputy  State  Coroner  Dorelle  Pinch  recommended  the  DPP
investigate laying charges “against an individual”.

Davis’ mother, Diane, said she was “pleased” the matter had
been  referred  to  the  DPP  and  praised  the  efforts  of
investigators.

During the hearing last month, Mrs Davis read out a submission
where she accused Sen-Constable Sharman of being a “cowboy
cop, reckless, irresponsible and dishonest”.

Mrs Davis said outside court yesterday her family had visited
Sen-Constable  Sharman  twice  since  her  daughter’s  death  to



support him but had never received an apology.

“That’s the main thing we would have wanted from the beginning
– the truth, with an apology, would have been good,” Mrs Davis
said.

“Shelley was always so honest and yet we have got officers she
worked with who didn’t hold those values.”

Ms Pinch was highly critical of a second officer – Constable
Damien Ottley – who had been a witness to the crash but had
initially lied to investigators.

The inquest heard that Const Davis and Sen-Constable Sharman
were travelling in police sedan Goulburn 37 – under lights and
sirens – when the crash occurred at 9am on June 19.

Ms Pinch found there was no reason for them to be speeding as
they were not needed at the job they were heading to – nor was
that job considered urgent in the first place.

Other evidence heard in the inquest revealed that one witness
described Goulburn 37’s speed as so fast “they were flying”.

Sen-Constable Sharman did not give evidence to the inquest.

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/police-crash-scandal
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Memorial  dedicated  to
Constable Shelley Davis
DARRYL FERNANCE
June 23, 2011, 11:25 p.m
 

 

A PERMANENT memorial has been dedicated to honour the “ray of
sunshine”, Constable Shelley Davis, who died seven years ago
last Sunday.

About 25 friends, former work colleagues and senior personnel
from the Goulburn Local Area Command where Shelley worked
attended the dedication ceremony last Sunday at the rest area
opposite the site where she died in a patrol car accident on
June 19, 2004.

Celebrant Trish Cunningham ( R.I.P. ) – whose husband Tony had
helped with creating the memorial, fixing the plaque to the
rock – conducted the brief ceremony. The rock for the memorial
was transported from retired sergeant Rosie Jackson’s property
by Primmer’s Towing while Rhod Stevens from the RTA assisted
in the positioning of the site.

Local  Area  Commander,  Superintendent  Gary  Worboys  reminded
everyone that police work is difficult and dangerous and the
decisions that officers make can have lasting effects on other
people. He said Shelley was, according to those who knew her,

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/police-crash-scandal/story-e6freuzi-1111113894466


“like a ray of sunshine warming the hearts of those around
her”.

“She was a dedicated officer and her loss was a tragedy,” Supt
Worboys said.

“We can only hope that the lessons of that day will be learnt
and that a similar tragedy will never happen again.”

Rosie  Jackson  said  she  would  also  like  to  thank  Shane
Biesterveld of Rudd Funerals for organising the plaque at
short notice; Shepherds Hill Nursery who supplied some of the
plants for the garden; Lena Cooper who helped with creating
the garden, and everyone else who had a part in making the
memorial possible.

Supt Worboys suggested the memorial would be a fitting place
for a service during the annual Police Remembrance Day.

http://www.goulburnpost.com.au/story/971932/memorial-dedicated
-to-constable-shelley-davis/

 

True Blue Line
June 19, 2017 ·
In memoriam: Constable Shelley Leanne DAVIS, New South Wales
Police, killed on 19th June 2004

On the 19 June 2004 Constable Davis was the observer in a
police  vehicle  when  it  was  involved  in  a  motor  vehicle
accident on the Sydney Road, just north of Goulburn. As a
result  of  the  accident,  the  constable  sustained  fatal
injuries.

The  constable  was  born  in  1977  and  was  sworn  in  as  a
probationary constable on the 30 August 2002. At the time of

http://www.goulburnpost.com.au/story/971932/memorial-dedicated-to-constable-shelley-davis/
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her death she was stationed at Goulburn.

When Constable Davis began her Diploma of Policing Practice at
the New South Wales Police College at Goulburn in August 2001
she did not know that the Southern Highlands would become her
home in the longer term. She was stationed at Goulburn police
station  in  August  2002  and  settled  at  nearby  Hill  Top.
Constable Davis made clear her motivation for joining NSW
Police in a story published in the Goulburn Post to celebrate
the twentieth anniversary of the Police College.

She said: “It may sound a little clichéd, but I wanted a job
where I could make a difference, that was not boring and where
I could challenge my boundaries.”

Constable Shelley Davis made the ultimate sacrifice in the
course of the job that she loved. Shelley lived in Hill Top
with her partner in life. She moved there so that she could
continue to work in and be within commuting distance of her
beloved Goulburn. Her colleagues described her as a bubbly,
outgoing, lovely girl who loved to do everything, including
horse riding and running, and she never had a bad word to say
about anyone.

Deputy Commissioner Gary Worboys said that Constable Shelley
Davis was, according to those who knew her, “like a ray of
sunshine warming the hearts of those around her. She was a
dedicated officer and her loss was a tragedy.”

Fallen in the line of duty. Gone, but never forgotten and
forever in our hearts.

 

 


